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say further, that if a resolution, ora law, were now 
jefore us, to provide a territorial government for 
New Mexico, | would not vote to put any prohibi- 
tjon into it whatever, The use of such a prohibition 
gould be idle, as it respects any effect it would || 
have upon the territory; and [ would not take pains || 
io reaffirm an ordinance of nature, nor to reénact || 
the will of God. And I would put in no Wilmot || 
roviso, for the purpose of a taunt or a reproach. || 
vould put into it no evidence of the votes of || 
superior power, to wound the pride, even whether 
, just pride, a rational pride, oran irrational pride— 
to wound the pride of the gentlemen who belong to 
the southern States. I have no such object—no 
such purpose. They would think it a taunt—an | 
indignity. They would think it to be an act tak- | 
ing away from them what they regard a proper 
equality of privilege; and whether they expect to 
realize any benefit from it or not, they would think |. 
ita theoretic wrong—that something more or less || 
derogatory to their character and their rights had | 
taken place. I propose to inflict no such wound 
upon any body, unless something essentially im- 
portant to the country, and efficient to the preset- 
vation of liberty and freedom, is to be effected. 
Therefore, | repeat, sir—and I repeat it because | 
wish it to be understood—that IL do not propose to 
address the Senate often on this subject. I desire 
to pour out all my heart in as plain a manner as 
possible; and I say again, that if a proposition 
were now here for a government for New Mexico, 
and it was moved to insert a provision for a p shi- 
bition of slavery, I would not vote for it. 

Now, Mr. President, I have established, so far | 
as I proposed to go into any line of observation to || 
establish, the proposition with which I set out, and 
upon which [ propose to stand or fall; and that is, 
that the whole territory of the States in the United 
States, or in the newly-acquired territory of the | 
United States, has a fixed and settled character, 
now fixed and settled by law, which can not be re- || 
pealed in the case of Texas, without a violation of 
public faith, and can not be repealed by any human 
power in regard to California or New Mexico; 
that, under one or other of these laws, every foot | 
ofterritory in the States, or in the Territories, has | 
now received a fixed and decided character. 

Sir, if we were now making a Government for 
New Mexico, and any body should propose a | 
Wilmot proviso, I should treat it exactly as Mr. || 
Polk treated that provision for excluding slavery |, 
from Oregon. Mr. Polk was known to be in opin- 
ion decidedly averse to the Wilmot proviso; but 
he felt the necessity of establishing a government 
for the Territory of Oregon, and, though the pro- 
viso was there, lie knew it would be entirely nuga- 
tory; and, since it must be entirely nugatory, since 
ittook away no right, no describable, no estima- 
ble, no weighable, or tangible right of the South, 
he said he would sign the bill for the sake of enact- 
ing a law to form a Government in that Territory, 
and Jet that entirely useless, and, in that connection, 
entirely senseless, proviso remain. For myself, | || 
will say that we hear much of the annexation of || 
Canada; and if there be any man, any of the || 
northern Democracy, or any one of the Free-Soil || 
party, who supposes it necessary io insert a Wil- 
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mot proviso in a Territorial Government for New 
Mexico, that man will of course be of opinion that 
ils necessary to protect the everlasting snows of | 
Canada from the foot of slavery, by the same over- |, 
powering wing of an act of Congress. Sir, where- 
ever there is a particular good to be done—where- || 
ever there is a foot of land to be staid back from |) 
coming slave territory—I am ready to assert the 
Principle of the exclusion of slavery. Iam pledged 
to it from the year 1837; I have been pledged to it || 
again and again; and I will perform those pledges; || 
but I will not do a thing unnecessary, that wounds || 
the feelings of others, or that does disgrace to my || 
own understanding. i 
_ Mr. President, in the excited times in which we 
live, there is found to exist a state of crimination 
and recrimination between the North and the 
South. There are lists of grievances produced by 
each; and those grievances, real or supposed, 
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/ and mutual regard. 
| on the one side and on the other. 


| than I have, the general statements of the honor- 


| collecting of its revenues, and so forth. 


| spect, itis my judgment that the South is right, 
| and the North 1s wrong. 


| binding in honor and conscience as any other arti- 
cle. No man fulfills his duty in any Legislature 


| it was an injunction upon the States themselves. 
| When it is said that a person escaping into 
| another State, and becoming therefore within the 
| jurisdiction of that State, shall be delivered up, it 
| seems to me the import of the passage is, that the 
| State itself, in obedience to the Constitution, shall 
| cause him to be delivered up. That is my judg- 
| ment. 


| that the power, to cause fugitives from service to be 
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from the other, exasperate the feelings, subdue the 
sense of fraternal connection, and patriotic love, 
I shall bestow a little atten- | 
tion, sir, upon these various grievances, produced 
I begin with the 
complaints of the South: I will not answer, farther 


able Senator from South Carolina, that the North 
has grown upon the South in consequence of the 
manner of administering this Government, in the 
y These are 
disputed topics, and I have no inclination to enter 
into them. But 1 will state these complain's, es- | 
pecially one complaint of the South, which has in 
my opinion just foundation; and that is, that there 
has been found at the North, among individuals 
and among the Legislatures of the North, a disineli- 
nation to perform, fully, their constitutional duties, 
in regard to the return of persons bound to service, 
who have escaped into the free States. In that re- 


Every member of every 
northern Legislature is bound, by oath, like every | 


| other officer in the country, to support the Con- | 
| stitution of the United States; and this article | 


of the Constitution, which says to these States, 
they shall deliver up fugitives from service, is as 


who sets himself to find excuses, evasions, escapes | 
from this constitutional obligation. I have always 

thought that the Constitution addressed itself to the 
Legislatures of the States themselves, or to the 
States themselves. It says, that those persons 
escaping to other States, shall be delivered up, and 
| confess I have always been of the opinion, that 


I have always entertained that opinion, 
and I entertain it now. But when the subject, | 
some years ago, was before the Supreme Court of 
the United States, the majority of the judges held 


delivered up, was a power to be exercised under 
the authority of this Government. Ido not know, 


on the whole, that it may not have been a fortu- || 


nate decision. My habit is te respect the result of | 
judicial deliberations and the solemnity of judicial 
decisions. But, as it now stands, the business of 
seeing that these fugitives are delivered up, resides 
in the power of Congress, and the national judica- 
ture, and my friend at the head of the Judiciary 
Committee has a bill on the subject, now before the 
Senate, with some amendments to it, which I pro- 
pose to support, with all its provisions, to the full- 
est extent. And I desire to call the attention of all 
sober-fhinded men, of all conscientious men, in the 
North, of all men who are not carried away by 
any fanatical idea, or by any false idea whatever, 
to their constitutional obligations. I put it to all 
the sober and sound minds at the North, as a ques- 


tion of morals and a question of consience, W hat || 


right have they, in all their legislative capacity, or 
any other, to endeavor to get round this Constitu- 
tion, to embarrass the free exercise of the rights 
secured by the Constitution, to the persons whose | 
slaves escape from them? Noneatall—noneat all. 
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| enactment of proper laws, authorizing the judica- 
ture of this Government, in the several States, to 
do all that is necessary for the recapture of fugitive 
| slaves, and for the restoration of them to those 
who claim them. Wherever | go, and whenever 
I speak on the subject—and when I speak here, I 
desire to speak to the whole North—I say that the 
South has been injured in this respect, and has a 
right to complain; and the North has been too 
careless of what I think the Constitution peremp- 
| torily and emphatically enjoins upon it as a duty, 
Complaint has been made against certain resolu- 
tions that emanate from Legislatures at the North, 
and are sent here to us, not only on the subject of 
slavery in this District, but sometimes recom- 


| mending Congress to consider the means of abol- 


ishing slavery in the States. I should be sorry 
to be called upon to present any resolutions here 
which could not be referable to any committee or 
any power in Congress, and, therefore, | should 
be unwilling to receive from the Legislature of 
Massachusetts any instructions to present reso- 
lutions expressive of any opinion whatever on the 
subject of slavery, as it exists at the present mo- 
ment in the States, for two reasons; because—first, 
I do not consider that the Legislature of Massa- 


| chusetts has anything to do with it; and next, I 
|| do not consider that I, as her representative here, 


have anything to do with it. Sir, it has become, 
| In my opinion, quite too common; and if the Legis- 

latures of the States do not like that opinion, they 

have a great deal more power to put it down, than 

I have to uphold it. It has become, in my opinion, 
| quite too common a practice for the State Legisla- 
tures to present resolutions here on all subjects, and 
to instruct us here on all subjects. There is no 
public man that requires instruction more than I 
do, or who requires information more than I do, 
| or desires it more heartily; but I do not like to 
| have it come in too imperative a shape. I took 
| notice, with pleasure, of some remarks upon this 
subject made the other day in the Senate of Mas- 
sachusetts, by a young man of talent and charac- 
ter, from whom the best hopes may be entertained. 
I mean Mr. Hilliard. He told the Senate of Mas- 
sachusetts that he would vote for no instructions 
whatever to be forwarded to members of Congress, 
nor for any resolutions to be offered, expressive 
| of the sense of Massachusetts, as to what their 
| members of Congress ought todo. He said that 
he saw no propriety in one set of public servants 
| giving instructions and reading lectures to another 
| set of public servants. To their own master, all 

of them must stand or fali, and that master is their 
| constituents. I wish these sentiments could be- 


|| come more common—a great deal more common. 


| | have never entered into the question, and never 
| shall, about the binding force of instructions, I 
| will, however, simply say this: if there be any 
matter of interest pending in this body, while I 
ama member of it, in which Massachusetts has 
an interest of her own not adverse to the general 
interest of the country, I shall pursue her instruc- 
tions with gladness of heart, and with all the effi- 
ciency which | can bring to it. But if the ques- 
tion be one which affects her interest, and at the 
same time affects the interests of all other States, 
I shall no more regard her political wishes or in- 
structions, than I would regard the wishes of a 
man who might appoint me an arbitrator or referee, 
to decide some question of important private right, 
and who might instruct me to decide in his favor. 





Neither in the forum of conscience, nor before the 
face of the Constitution, are they justified, in my 
opinion, Of course, it is a matter for their consid- 
eration. They probably, in the turmoil of the 
times, have not stop 
have followed what seemed to be the current of 
thought and of motives as the occasion arose, and 
neglected to investigate fully the real question, and 
to consider their constitutional obligations, as | am 
sure, if they did consider, they would fulfill them 
with alacrity. Therefore, I repeat, sir, that here 
is a ground of complaint against the North, well 
founded, which ought to be removed-—which it is 
now in the power of the different departments of 


Senate the minds of one portion of the country |! this Government to remove—which calls for the 
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ped to consider of this; they | 


If ever there was a government upon earth, it 18 
this Government; if ever there was a body upon 
| earth, it is this body, which should consider itself 
as composed by agreement of all, appointed y 
some, but organized by the general consent of all, 
sitting here under the solemn obligations of oath 
and conscience, to do that which they think is 
best for the good of the whole. Sasi 
Then, sir, there are those abolition societies, of 
which I am unwilling to speak, but in regard to 
which I have very clear notions and opinions. 
, do not think them useful. _ I think their operations 
| for the last twenty years have produced nothing 
good or valuable. At the same ume, | know 
|| thousands of them are honest and good men; per- 
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ings; they think ed, must do something for the 
cause of liberty; and in their sphere of action, they 
do not see what else they can do, than to contrib- 
ute to an abolition press, or an abolition society, 
or to pay an abolition lecturer. 1 do not mean to 


| 


|The first and gravest is, that, the North adopted 


impute gross motives even to the leaders of these || 
societies, but Lam not blind to the consequences. | 


I cannot but see what mischiefs their interference 
with the South has produced. 
to every man? 


And is it not plain || 
Let any gentleman who doubts of 


that, recur to the debates in the Virginia House of | 


Delegates in 1832, and he will see with what free- 


dom a proposition, made by Mr. Randolph for the || 


gradual abolition of slavery, was discussed in that 
body. Every one spoke of slavery as he thought; 
very ignominious and disparaging names and epi- 


thets were applied to it. ‘The debates in the House || 


of Delegates on that occasion, I believe, were all 
published. They were read by every colored man 


|| slave States, where it never did expect to find 
| itself when they entered the compact of the Consti- 


who could read, and if there were any who could || 


not read, those debates were read to them by 
others. At that time Virginia was not unwilling 
nor afraid to discuss this question, and to let that 
part of her population know as much of it as they 
could learn. ‘That wasin 1832. As has been said 
by the honorable member from Carolina, these 
abolition societies commenced their course of ac- 
tion in 1835. It is said—I do not know how true 
it may be-—that they sent incendiary publications 


into the alave States; at any event, they attempted | 


to arouse, and did arouse, a very strong feeling; in 
other words, they created great agitation in the 
North against southern slavery. 
the result? The bonds of the slaves were bound 
more firmly than before; their rivets were more 
strongly fastened, 


Well, what was | 


Public opinion, which in Vir- | 


inin had begun to be exhibited against slavery, | 
+ > 


and was opening out for the discussion of the ques- 
tion, drew back and shut itself up in its castle. | 
wish to know whether any body in Virginia can, 
now, talk as Mr. Randolph, Gov. McDowell, and 


others talked there, openly, and sent their remarks | 


to the press, in 1832. We all know the fact, and 
we all know the cause, and everything that this 
agitating people have done, has been, not to en- 
large, but to restrain, not to set free, but to bind 
faster, the slave population of the South. 
my judgment. Sir, as I have said, | know many 
Abolitionists in my own neighborhood, very honest 


That is | 


good people, misied, as 1 think, by strange enthu- | 


siasm; but they wish to do something, and they 
are called on to contribute, and they do contribute; 


and itis my firm opinion this day, that within the | 


last twenty years, as much money has been col- 


lected and paid to the abolition societies, abolition | 
presses, and abolition lecturers, as would purchase | 


the freedom of every slave, man, woman, and child 


| body reads whatsoever the newspapers contain; 


| ful sentiment utiered by any southern man bearing 


|, ted to exasperate, to alienate; and there are many 


| and alienate, and produce a most mischievous ef- 


| chamber, nor a gentleman who would be more 
| slow to give offense to anybody, and he did not 
| mean in his remarks to give oflense. 


| boring people of the North, giving the preference 


in the State of Maryland, and send them all to || 


Liberia. 


learn that the benevolence of these abolition socie- 


ties has at any time taken that particular turn. | 


[Laughter.} 

Again, sir, the violence of the press is com- 
plained of. The press violent! hy, sir, the 
press is violent everywhere. There are outra- 
geous reproaches in the North against the South, 
and there are reproaches in not much better taste 
in the South against the North. Sir, the ex- 
tremists of both parts of this country are violent; 
they mistake ra ee violent talk for eloquence 
and for reason. They think that he who talks 
loudest, reasons the best. And this we must ex- 
pect, when the press is free, us it is here—and I 


trust always will be—for, with all its licentious- | 


ness, and all its evil, the entire and absolute free- 
dom of the press is essential to the preservation of 
overnment, on the basis of a free constitution. 
herever it exists, there will be foolish para- 
graphs, and violent paragraphs, in the press, as 


there are, Lam sorry to say, foolish speeches and | 


violent speeches in both Houses of Congress. In 
truth, sir, { must say that, in my opinion, the ver- 
nacular tongue of the country has become greatly 
vitiated, depraved, and corrupted, by the style of 
our congressional debates. [Laughter.] And if. 
it were possible for our debates in Congress to 


I have nodoubtofit. Butl have yet to || 


| ists are created. 
| course of things, with us, among the industrious, 
| and frugal. 
| when so respectable and worthy a gentieman as 
| the member from Louisiana, undertakes to prove 


| mission, some time ago, to South Carolina, was 


vitiate the principles of the people as much as they || 


have depraved their taste, I should ery out, ** God 
save the Republic.” 


Weil, in allthis 1 see no solid grievance—no | 


rievance presented by the South, within the re- 
ress of the Government, but tne single one to 


which I have referred; and that is, the want of a || their foundation in matters of law, they can be 


‘illegal, and unconstitutional; as the cases occur 


for the delivery of fugitive slaves. 
There are also complaints of the North against 
the South. I need not go ovér them particularly. 


the Constitution, recognizing the existence of slave- 
ry in the States,and recognizing the right, to a cer- 
tain extent, of representation of the slaves in Con- 
gress, under a state of sentiment and expectation 
which do not now exist; and that, by events, by 
circumstances, by the eagerness of the South to 
acquire territory, and extend their slave population‘ 
the North finds itself, in regard to the influence of 
the South and the North, of the free States and the 


tution. They complain, therefore, that, instead of 
slavery being regarded as an evil, as it was then, 
an evil, which all hoped would be extinguished 
gradually, it is now regarded by the South as an 
institution to be cherished, and preserved, and ex- / 
tended—an institution which the South has already 
exiended to the utmost of her power by the acquisi- 
tion of new territory. Well, then, passing from 
that, everybody in the North reads; and every- 


und the newspapers, some of them—especially 
those presses to which I have alluded—are careful 
to spread about among the people every reproach- 


atall against the North—everything that is calcula- 


such things, as everybody will admit, from the 
South ,orsoie portion of it, which are spread abroad 
among the reading people; and they do exasperate, 


fect upon the public mind at the North, Sir, 1 
would not notice things of this sort appearing in 
obscure quarters; but one thing has occurred in this 
debate which struck me very forcibly. An honor- 
able member from Louisiana addiessed us the 
other day on this subject. 1 suppose there is not 
a more amiable and worthy gentleman in this 


But what 
did he say? Why, sir, he took pains to runa con- 
trast between the slaves of the South and the la- 


in all points of condition, and comfort, and happi- 
ness, to the slaves of the South. The honorable 
member doubtless did not suppose that he gave any 
offense, or did any injustice. He was merely ex- 
pressing his opinion. But does he know how re- 
marks of that sort will be received by the laboring 
people of the North? Why, who are the laboring 
people ofthe North? They ave the Nor:h. They 
are the people who cultivate their own farms with 
their own hands—freeholders, educated men, inde- 
pendent men. Let me say, sir, that five sixths of 
the whole property of the North, is in the hands of 
the laborers of the North; they cultivate their farms, 
they educate their children, they provide the means 
of independence; if they are not freeholders, they 
earn wages; these wages accumulate, are turned 
into capital, into new freeholds; and smail capital- 
That is the case, and such the 


And what can these peop think 





that the absolute ignorance, and the abject slavery 
of the South, is more in conformity with the high 
purposes and destinies of immortal, rational, hu- 
man beings, than the educated, the independent 
free laborers of the North ? 

There is a more tangible, and irritating cause 
of grievance, at the North. Free blacks are con- 
stantly employed in the vessels of the North, 
generally as cooks or stewards. When the ves- 
sel arrives, these free colored men, are taken on | 
shore, by the police or municipal authority, im- | 
prisoned, and kept in prison, ull the vessel is | 
again ready to sail. This is not only irritating, but | 
exceedingly inconvenient in practice, and seems al- | 
together unjustifiabie, and oppressive. Mr. Hoar’s 
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a weil-intended effort to remove this cause of | 
complaint. ‘The North thinks such imprisonment 


constantly and frequently, they think it a great 
grievance. 


Now, sir, so far as any of these grievances have 
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redressed, and ought to be redressed: 
as they have foundation in matters of 
sentiment, in mutual crimination and 
tion, all that we can do is, to endeavor t 
agitation, and cultivate a better feeling 
fraternal sentiments between the Sout 
North. 

Mr. President, I should much prefer to have 
heard, from every member on this floor, dec} 
tions of opinion that this Union should never be 
dissolved, than the declaration of opinion that ; 
any case, under the pressure of any circumstance r 
such a dissolution was possible. 1 hear with aie 
and anguish, and distress, the word Secession, 
especially when it falls from the lips of those whe 
are eminently patriotic, and known to the eo, 
and known all over the world, for their political 
services. Secession! Peaceable secessioj ! Sir 
your eyes and mine are never destined to see tha: 
miracle. ‘The dismemberment of this vast coun- 
try without convulsion! The breaking up of the 
fountains of the great deep without ruffling the 
surface! Who is so foolish—l beg everybody's 
pardon—as to expect to see any such thing? Sir 
he who sees these States, now revolving in har. 
mony around a common centre, and expects to see 
them quit their places and fly off without conyyl. 
sion, may look the next hour to see the heavenly 
bodies rush from their spheres, and jostle against 
each other in the realms of space, without produ 
cing the crush of the universe. There can be no 
such thing as a peaceable secession. Peaceable 
secession is an utter impossibility. Is the great 
Constitution under which we live here—covering 
this whole country—is it to be thawed and melted 
away by secession, as the snows on the mountain 
melt under the influence of a vernal sun—disap- 
pear almost unobserved, and die off? No, sir! 
no, sir! 1 will not state what might produce the 
disruption of the States; but, sir, L see it as plain- 
ly as I see the sun in heaven—I see that disrup- 
tion must produce such a war as | will notde- 
scribe, in its twofold characters. 

Peaceable secession! peaceable secession! The 
concurrent agreement of all the members of this 
great Republic to separate! A voluntary separa- 
tion, with alimony on one side and on the other, 
Why, what would be the result?) Where is the 
line to be drawn? What States are to secede? 
W hat is to remain American? Whatam | to be?— 
an American no longer? Where is the flag of 
the Republic to remain? Where is the eagle 
still to tower? or is he to cower, and shrink, 
and fall to the ground? Why, sir, our ances- 
tors—our fathers, and our grandfathers, those of 
them that are yet living among us with pro- 
longed lives—would rebuke and reproach us; and 
our children, and our grandchildren, would cry 
out, Shame upon us! iff we, of this generation, 
should dishonor these ensigns of the power of 
the Government, and the harmony of the Union, 
which is every day felt among us with so much 
joy and gratitude. What is to become of the 
army? hat is to become of the navy? What 
is to become of the public lands? Flow is each 
of the thirty States to defend itself? 1 know, al- 
though the idea has not been stated distinctly, 
there is to be a southern Confederacy. | do 
not mean, when I allude to this statement, that 
any one seriously contemplates such a state of 
things. I do not mean to say that it is true, 
but 1 have heard it suggested elsewhere, that that 
idea has originated in a design to separate. 
am sorry, sir, that it has ever been thought of, 
talked of, or dreamed of, in the wildest flights of 
human imagination. But the idea must be of a 
separation, including the slave States upon one 
side, and the free States on the other, Sir, there 
is not—I may express myself too strongly pet 
haps—but some things, some moral things, are 
almost as impossible, as other natural or physical 
things; and [| hold the idea of a separation o! 
these States—those that are free to form one gov- 
ernment, and those that are slaveholding to form 
another—as a moral impossibility. We could not 
separate the States by any such line, if we were 
to draw it. We could not sit down here to-day, 
and draw a line of separation, that would satis!y 
any five men in the country. There are natural 
causes that would keep and tie us together, and 
there are social and domestic relations which we 
could not break, if we would, and which we should 
not, if we could. Sir, nobody can look over the 
face of this: country at the present moment—0 
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can see where its population is the most dense | colored popesnen of the southern States. I || ordered out; they were driven back; and, under 
»4 growing—without being ready to admit, and || have said that I honor Virginia for her cession of || the command of General Jackson, Pensacola and 
‘ompelled to admit, that, ere long, America will || this territory. There have been received into the St. Marks were seized. It was these acts, and not 
ie in the valley of the Mississippi. __ || easury of the United States eighty millions of || the desire for the extended cultivation of cotton, 

Well, now, sir, | beg to inquire what the wild- || dollars, the proceeds of the sales of the public || which led to the acquisition of Florida. I admit 
st enthusiaet has to say, on the possibility of cut- || lands ceded by Virginia. If the residue should be that there had been for a long time a desire on the 
jing of that river, and leaving free States at its || sold at the same rate, the whole aggregate will || part of the South, and of the Administration I 
qurce and its branches, and slave States down || exceed two hundred millions of dollars. If Vir- || believe, to acquire Florida; but it was very differ- 
near its mouth ? Pray, sir—pray, sir, let me say to \ ginia and the South see fit to adopt any proposition ent from the reason assigned by the honorable 
he people of this country, that these things are || to relieve themselves from the free people of color || Senator. There were collected together four tribes 
gorthy of their pondering and of their consider- || among them, they have my free consent that the of Indians—the Creeks, the Choctaws, the Chicka- 
sion. Here, sir, are five millions of freemen in | Government shail pay them any sum of money || saws, and the Cherokees—about thirty thousand 
ihe free States north of the river Ohio: can any- || out of its proceeds which may be adequate to the || warriors—who held connection, almost the whole 


of them, with the Spanish authorities in Florida, 
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body suppose that this population can be severed || purpose. . 
by a line that divides them from the territory of || And now, Mr. President, I draw these obser- || and carried on a trade perpetually with them. It 
a foreign and an alien government, down some- || vations toaclose. I have spoken freely, and I | was well known that a most pernicious influence 
where, the Lord knows where, upon the lower || meant todo so. I have sought to make no dis- || was thus exercised over them; and it was the 
janks of the Mississippi? What will become of || play; I have sought to enliven thewccasion by no |, desire of preventing conflict between the Indians 
Missouri? Will she join the arrondissement of || animated discussion; nor have | attempted anytrain | and ourselves in the South, as I believe, which 
the slave States? Shail the man from the Yellow |, of elaborate argument. I have sought only to speak | induced the acquisition of Florida. I come now 
Stone and the Platte be connected in the new Re- | my sentiments, fully and at large, being desirous, | to Louisiana. We well know that the immediate 
ublic with the man who lives on the southern | once and for ail, to let the Senate know, and to let || cause for the acquisition of Louisiana, was the 
extremity of the Cape of Florida? Sir, | am | the country know, the opinions and sentiments | suspension of our rightof deposit at New Orleans. 
gshamed to pursue this line of remark. I dislike | which | entertain on all these subjects. These opin- | Under a treaty with Spain we had a right to the 
it—I have an utter disgust for it. I would rather || ions are not likely to be suddenly changed. If navigation of the river as far as New Orleans, and 
hear of natural blasts and mildews, war, pesti- | there be any future service that I can render to the | a right to make deposits in the port of New 
lence, and famine, than to hear gentlemen talk of || country, consistently with these sentiments and | Orleans. The Spanish authorities interrupted that 
secession. To break up! to break up this great | opinions, I shall cheerfully render it. If there be || right, and that interruption produced a great agita- 
Government! to dismember this great country! || not, I shall still be glad to havehad an opportunity — tion at the West, and I may say throughout the 
toastonish Europe with an act of folly, such as | to disburden my conscience from the bottom of my | whole United States. The gentlemen then in 
Europe for two centuries has never beheld in any | heart, and to make known every political senti- | opposition, a highly respectable party—the old 
government ! No, sir! no, sir! There will be no | ment that therein exists. Federal party, which I have never said a word of 


secession. Gentlemen are not serious when they || And now, Mr. President, instead of speaking of | disrespect in regard to—if [ mistake not, took the 
talk of secession. the possibility or utility of secession, instead of | lead in a desire to resort to arms to acquire that 
Sir, | hear there is to be a Convention held at | dwelling in these caverns of darkness, instead of | territory. 


Mr. Jefferson, more prudent, desired 
Nashville. 1am bound to believe that if worthy | groping with those ideas so full of all that is hor- || to procure it by purchase. A purchase was made, 


gentlemen meet at Nashville in Convention, their | rid and horrible, let us come out into the light of | in order to remove the difficulty, and to give an 
object will be to adopt counsels conciliatory—to || day; let us enjoy the fresh air of liberty and | outlet to the west to the ocean. ‘That was the im- 
advise the South to forbearance and moderation, | union; let us cherish those hopes which belong to || mediate cause of the acquisition of Louisiana. 
and to advise the North to forbearance and mod- || us; let us devote ourselves to those great objects | Now, sir, we come to Texas. Perhaps no gentle- 
eration, and to inculeate principles of brotberly | that are fit for our consideration and our action; | man had more to do with theacquisition of ‘Texas 
love, and affection, and attachment to the Consti- | let us raise our conceptions to the magnitude and | than myself; and I aver, Mr. President, that 
tution of the country, as it now is. | believe, if | the importance of the duiiesghat devolve upon us; | I would have been among the very last indi- 
the Convention meet at all, it will be for this pur- || let our comprehension be as broad as the country | viduals in the United States, to have made any, 
pose; for certainly, if they meet for any purpose | for which we act, our aspirations as high as its | movement at that time for the acquisition of 
hostile to the Union, they have been singularly — certain destiny; let us not be pigmies in a case that | Texas; and | go farther: if | know myself, | was 
inappropriate in their selection of a place. I re-| calls for men. Never did there devolve, on any | incapable of acquiring any territory simply on the 
member, sir, that when the treaty was concluded generation of men, higher trusts than now devolve | ground that it was to be an enlargement of slave 
between France and England, at the peace of | upon us for the preservation of this Constitution, | territory. I would just as freely have acquired it 
Amiens, a stern old Englishman and an orator, and the harmony and peace of all who are destined | if it had been on the northern as on the southern 
who disliked the terms of the peace as ignomini- _ to live under it. Let us make our generation one | side. No, sir; very different motives actuated me. 
ous to England, said in the House ef Commons, | of the strongest, and the brightest link, in that | | knew ata very early period—l will not go into 
that if King William could know the terms of that | golden chain which is destined, I fully believe, to || the history of it—the British Government had given 
treaty, he would turn in his coffin. Let me com- | grapple the people of all the States to this Consti- | encouragement to the Abolitionists of the United 
mend this saying of Mr. Windham, in all its em- _ tution, for agestocome. [tisagreat popular Con- | States, who were represented at the World's Con- 
phasis and in all its force, to any persons who | stitutional Government, guarded by iegislation, by | vention. ‘The question of the abolition of slavery 
shall meet at Nashville for the purpose of con- | law, by judicature, and defended by the whole af- | was agitated in that convention. One gentleman 
certing measures for the overthrow of the Union | fections of the people. No monarchical throne || stated that Mr. Adams informed him, that if the 
of this country, over the Bones of Andrew Jackson. | presses these States together; no iron chain of des- || British Government wished to abolish slavery in 

Sir, | wish to make two remarks, and hasten to | potic power encircles them; they live and stand | the United States, they must begin with Texas, 
aconclusion. I wish to say, in regard to Texas, | upona Government popular in its form, represent- | A commission was sent from this World's Con- 
that if it should be hereafter at any time the pleas- || ative in its character, founded upon principles of | vention to the British Secretary of State, Lord 
ure of the Government of Texas to cede to the || equality, and calculated, we hope, to last forever. | Aberdeen; and it so happened, that a gentleman 
United States a portion, larger or smaiiler, of her || In all its history, it has been beneficent; it has trod- | was present when the interview took plate be- 
territory which lies adjacent to New Mexico ang | den down no man’s liberty; it has crushed no | tween Lord Aberdeen and the committee, who 
north of the 34° of north latitude, to be formed || State. Its daily respiration, is liberty and patriot- | gave me a full account of it shortly after it oc- 
into free States, for a fair equivalent in money, or || ism; its yet youthful veins are full of enterprise, curred. Lord Aberdeen fell into the project, and 
in the payment of her debt, I think it an object | courage, and honorable love of glory and renown. | gave fullencouragementtothe Abolitionists. Weil, 
well worthy the consideration of Congress, and I || It has received a vast addition of territory. Large | sir, it is well known that Lord Aberdeen was a 
shall be happy to concar in it myself, if 1 should || before, the country has now, by recent events, be- || very direct, and, in my opinion, a very honest and 
be in the public counsels of the country at the , come vastly larger. This Republic now extends, worthy maa; and when Mr, Pakenham was sent 
ume. with a vast breadth, across the whole continent. || here to negotiate with regard to Oregon, and inci- 

I have one other remark to make: In my ob- || The two great seas of the world wash the one and || dentally with respect to ‘Texas, he was ordered to 
fervations upon slavery as it has existed in the | the other shore. We realize on a mighty scale, || read a declaration to this GdVernment, stating that 
country, and as it now exists, | have expressed | the beautiful description of the ornamental edging | the British Government was anxious to put an 
no opinion of the mode of its extinguishment or | of the buckler of Achilles— end to slavery all over the world, commencing at 


melioration. 1 will say, however, though I have || « Now the broad shield complete the artist crowned, | Texas. Itis well known, farther, that at that very 
nothing to propose on that subject, because I do | With his last hand, and poured the ocean round; | time a negotiation was going on between France 
hot deem myself so competent as other gentle- | in living silver seemed tie waves to roll, » || and England to accomplish that object, and our 
men to consider it, that if any gentleman from the || And beat the buckler’s verge, and bound the whole. | Government was thrown, by stratagem, out of the 


South shall propose a scheme of colonization, to|| Mr. CALHOUN. [rise to correct what Icon- | negotiation; aud that object was—first, to induce 
be carried on by this government upon a large || ceive to be an error of the distinguished Senator | Mexico to acknowledge the independence of Texas 
scale, for the transportation of free colored people | from Massachusetts, as to the motives which in- | upon the ground that she would abolish it. All 
‘o any colony or any place in the world, I should | duced the acquisition of Florida, Louisiana, and | these are matters of history; and where is the man 
be quite disposed to incur almost any degree of | Texas. He attributed it to the great growth of | so blind—I am sure the Senator from Masgachu- 
€Xpense to accomplish that object. Nay, sir, fol- || cotton, and the desire of the southern people to | setts is not so blind—as not to see, that if the 
owing an example set here more than twenty || get an extension of territory, with the view of | preject of Great Britain had been successful, the 
ears ago, by a great man, then a Senator from || cultivating it with more profit than they could in || whole frontier of the States of Louisiana and 
: ew York, I would return to Virginia, and through |! a compact and crowded settlement.. Now, Mr. | Arkansas, and the adjacent States, would have 


received from the lands and territories ceded by || was not correctly given. It is weil known that the 
her to this Government, for any such purpose || acquisition of Florida was the result of an Indian 
as to relieve, in whole or in part, or in any way, 
to diminish or deal beneficially with, the free 


Sir, so far as I was concerned, I put it exclusively 
upon that ground. I never would run into the folly 
war. The Seminole Indians residing along the || of re-annexation, which | always held to be ab- 
line attacked one of our fortresses; troops were | surd. Nor, sir, would I put it upon the ground— 


\| 
er for the benefit of the whole South, the money || President, the history of these acquisitions I think i been exposed to the inroads of British emissaries. 
| 
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upon which I might well have put it—of commercial 
and manufacturing considerations, because those 
were not my motive-principles, and I chose to as- 
sign what were. So far as commerce and manu- 
factures were concerned, I would not have moved 
in the matter at that early period. 

The Senator objects that many northern gentle- 
men voted for annexation, 
ural that they should be desirous of fulfilling the 


Why, sir, it was nat- | 


obligations of the Constitution; and, besides, what | 
man at that time doubted that the Missouri com- | 


promise line would be adopted, and that the terri- | 


tory would fall entirely to the South? All that 
northern men asked for, at that time, was the ex- 
tension of that line. Their course, in my opinion, 
was eminently correct and patriotic, 

Now, Mr. President, having made these cor- 
rections, | must go back a little farther, and cor- 
rect a statement which I think the Senator has left 
very defective, relative to the ordinance of 1787. 
He states very correctly that it commenced under 
the old Confederation; that it was afterward con- 


firmed by Congress; that Congress was sitting in | 
rk at the time, while the Convention sat | 


New ¥: 
in Philadelphia; and that there was concert of ac- 
tion. I have not looked into the ordinance very 
recently, but my memory will serve me thus far, 
that Mr. Jefferson introduced his first proposition 
to exclude slavery in 1784. There was a vote 
taken upon it, and I think on that vote every 
southern Senator voted against it; but Ll am not 
certain of it. One thing I am certain of, that it 
was three years before the ordinance could pass. 
It was sturdily resisted, down to 1787; and when 
it was passed, as I had good reason to believe, it 


was upon a principle of compromise—first, that | 


the ordinance should contain a provision similar 
to the one put in the Constitution, with respect to 
fugitive slaves; and next, that it should be inserted 
in the Constitution; and this was the compromise 


upon which the prohibition was inserted in the | 


ordinance of 1787. We thought we had an in- 
demnity in that, but we made a great mistake. 
Of what possible advantage has it been to us? 


Violated faith has met us on every side, and the | 


advantage has been altogether in their favor. On 


the other side, it has been thrown open toa north- || 
ern population to the entire exclusion of the south- 
This was the leading measure which de- | 


ern. 
stroyed the compromise of the Constitution, and 
then followed the Missouri compromise, which 
was carried mainly by northern votes, although 
now disavowed and not respected by them. That 
was the next step; and between these two causes, 
the equilibrium has been broken. 

Having made these remarks, let me say, that I 
took great pleasure in listening to the declarations 
of the honorable Senator from Massachusetts upon 
several points. He puts himself upon the fulfill- 
ment of the contract of Congress, in the resolu- 
tions of Texas annexation, for the admission of 
the four new States provided for by those resolu- 
tions, to be formed out of the territory of Texas— 
all that was manly, statesmanlike, and calculated 
to do good, because just. He went farther: he 
condemned, and rightfully condemned—and in that 
he has shown great firmness—the course of the 
North relative to the stipulations of the Constitu- 
tion for the restoration of fugitive slaves; but per- 
mit me to say, for I desire to be candid upon all 
subjects, that if the Senator, together with many 
friends on this side of the chamber, puts his confi- 
dence in the bill whigh has been reported here, 
farther to extend the laws of Congress upon this 
subject, it will prove fallacious. It is impossible 
to execute any law of Congress, until the people of 
the States shail codperate. 

I heard the gentleman with great pleasure say, 
that he would not vote for the Wilmot proviso, for 
he regarded such an act as unnecessary, considering 
that nature had already excluded slavery. As far 
as the new acquisitions are concerned, I am dis- 
posed to leave them to be disposed of as the hand 
of nature shall determine. It is what I always 
have insisted upon. Leave that portion of the 
country more natural to a non-slaveholding pop- 
ulation, to be filled by that description of pobele- 
tion; and leave that portion into which slavery 
would naturally go, to be filled by a slaveholding 
»opulation—destroying artificial lines, though per- 
er they may be better than none. Mr. Jeffer- 
son spoke like a prophet, of the effect of the Mis- 
souri compromise line. I am willing to leave it 
for nature to settle; and to organize governments 











_of preventing its becoming a 
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and the crowded state of the room, prevented me | 
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fur the territories, giving all free scope to enter and 
prepare themselves to participate in their priv- 
ileges. We want, sir, nothing but justice. When 


the gentleman says that he is willing to leave it to | 
nature, I understand he is willing to remove all || 
Tt is || 


impediments, whether real or imaginary. 
consummate folly, to assert, that the Mexican law 
prohibiting slavery in California and New Mex- 
ico, is in force; and I have always so regarded it. 


No man would feel more happy than myself, to | 


believe that this Union, formed by our ancestors, 


should live forever. Looking back to the long | 
course of forty years’ service here, | have the con- | 


solation to believe, that I have never done one act 


which would weaken it—that I have done full jus- || 
And if I have ever been ex- | 


tice to all sections. 
posed to the imputation of a contrary motive, it is 
because I have been willing to defend my section 
frora unconstitutional encroachments. But I can- 
not agree with the Senator from Massachusetts, 
that this Union can not be dissolved. Am to un- 
derstand him, that no degree of oppression, no 
outrage, no broken faith, can produce the destrue- 
tion of this Union? 


ment of producing oppression, outrage, and bro- 
ken faith. No, sir! the Union can be broken. 
Great moral causes will break it, if they go on; 


|, and it can only be preserved by justice, good faith, 


and a rigid adherence to the Constitution. 

Mr. WEBSTER. Mr. President, a single word 
in reply to the honorable member from South Car- 
My distance from the honorable member, 


from hearing the whole of his remarks. I have 
only one or two observations to make; and, to be- 
gin, I first notice the honorable member’s last 
remark. tle asks me, if I hold the breaking up 
of the Union, by any such thing as the voluntary 
secession of States, as an impossibility? I know, 
sir, this Union can be broken up; every Govern- 
ment can be; and I admit that there may be such 


a degree of oppression, as will warrant resistance, | 
and a forcible severance. That is revolution—that | 


is revolution! Of that ultimate right of revolu- 
tion, | have not been speaking. 1 know that that 
law of necessity does exist. I forbear from going 
farther, because I do not wish to run into a dis- 
cussion of the nature of this Government. The 
honorable member and myself have broken lances 
sufficiently often before on that subject. 

Mr. CALHOUN. Ihave no desire to do it now. 

Mr. WEBSTER. I presume the gentleman has 


not, and I have quite as little. . The gentleman re- | 


fers to the occasions on which these great acqui- 
sitions were made to territory on the southern side. 
Why, undoubtedly, wise and skillful public men, 
having an object to accomplish, may take advan- 
tage of occasions. Indian wars are an occasion; 
a fear of the occupation of Texas by the British was 
an occasion; but when the occasion came, under 


the pressure of which, or under the justification | 


of which, the thing could be done, it was done, 
and done skillfully. Let me say one thing farther; 


and that is, that if slavery were abolished, as it | 


was supposed to have been, throughout all Mexico, 
before the revolution and the establishment of the 
Texan Government, then, if it were desirable to 
have possession of ‘Texas by purchase, as a means 
British possession, I 
suppose that object could have been secured by 
making it a free territory of the United States, as 
well as a slave territory. 
Sir, in my great desire not to prolong this de- 


bate, I have omitted what I intended to say upon | 


a particular question, under the motion of the hon- 
orable Senator from Missouri, proposing an amend- 
ment to the resolution of the honorable member 


| from Illinois; and that is, upon the propriety and 


expediency of admitting California, under all cir- 
cumstances, just as she is. 
subjects involved in this question, are now before 
the Senate, under the resolutions of the honorable 
member from Kentucky. I will say that I feel 
under great obligations to that honorable member 
for introducing the subject, and for the very lucid 
speech which he maie, and which has been so 
much read throughout the whole country. I am 
also under gréat obligations to the npaoreth mem- 
ber from Tennessee for the light which he has 
shed upon this subject; and, in some respects, it 
will be seen that I differ very little from the lead- 
ing subjects submitted by eithe? of those honor- 
able gentlemen. 





Why, sir, if that becomes a | 
fixed fact, it will itself become the great instru- | 


The more general | 





March 7, 
Now, sir, when the direct question of the 4. 
mission of California shall be before the Sen e . 
|| propose—but not before every other gentle si 
|, who has a wish to address the Senate shall ae 
gratified that desire—to say something ee 
|| boundaries of California, upon the coristitutio rae 
|| California, and upon the expediency, under “4 
| the circumstances, of admitting her with that io 
|| Stitution. ; 

Mr. CALHOUN. One word, and Ih 
and that word is, that notwithstanding the aeqy; 
sition of the vast territory of Texas, represerred 
by the Senator from Massachusetts, it is the fac 
that all that addition to our territory, made it 

by no means equal to what the northern State 
had excluded us from before that acquisition, 
The territory lying west, between the Mississipp; 
and the Rocky Mountains, is three fourths of - 
whole of Louisiana; and that which lies between 
| the Mississippi and the Ohio, added to that, makes 
| a much greater extent of territory than Florida 
_and Texas, and that portion of Louisiana tha; 
has fallen to our share. 

Mr. WALKER moved the postponement of the 
farther consideration of the resolutions until to. 
| morrow; which was agreed to. 
| On motion by Mr. DOUGLAS, the other special 
order, viz., the message of the President, trays. 
mitting the constitution of California, upon which 
he is entitled to the floor, was postponed to Mon- 
day next. 

Mr. BADGER moved that the Senate do now 
adjourn. 

The yeas and nays were called for, and beixe 
taken, were as follow: - 

YEAS—Messrs. Badger, Baldwin, Bell, Benton, Berrios, 
Borland, Bradbury, Butler, Calhoun, Cass, Chase, Clarke. 
Clay, Cooper, Corwin, Davis of Massachusetts, Davis of 
| Mississippi, Dawson, Dayton, Downs, Feleh, Foote, Greene, 
| Hale, Hunter, King, Mangum, Mason, Morton, Pearce, 

Phelps, Rusk, Sebastian, Seward, Smith, Soulé, Turney, 
Underwood, Wales, Walker, Webster, and Whiteomb—a, 

NAYS—Messrs. Dickinson, Dodge of Tawa, Dougias, 

| Hamlin, Jones, and Norris—6. . 'y 


The Senate then adjourned. 





ave done; 





DEFERRED DEBATE.* 
————- 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuurspay, March 7, 1550. 





EXPLANATIONS—PERSONAL AND POLITICAL, 





The House being in Committee of the Whole on the state 
| of the Umon, (Mr. Boyp, of Kentucky, in the Chair,) and 
the floor having been yielded, for the purposes of explana- 
tion, to Messrs. Hintiarp and Stanty— 

Mr. HILLIARD rose gnd said: 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: The Methodist Episcopal 
Church, with which I have been connnected since 
1 attained manhood, devolves on certain of its 
members, engaged in the various pursuits of |ife, 
the duty of enforcing, occasionally in public, the 
religious truths held by that body of Christians. 
‘bhis duty has been devolved on me by that 
church. Lam not insensible to the eriticism to 
which it subjects me; but such are my convictions 
in regard to the duty, that | have no purpose of 
relinquishing it, while I live. A sense of this re- 
ligious obligation, has restrained me on all occa- 
sions, in my intercourse with society, from any 
departure from the most perfect courtesy. Since 
my connection with the Congress of the United 
States, I have habitually forborne to trespass on 
the rights, or even the feelings, of any of its mem- 
bers. If on any occasion | had done so from in- 
advertance, | should, when reminded of it, have 
promptly repaired the wrong. My self-respect, 
as well as a sense of justice, dictated this course; 
and that I have uniformly adhered to it, is well 
known to gentlemen with whom I have had the 
honor to serve on this floor for years past. 1 may 
| safely appeal to gentlemen on both sides of the 
chamber to sustain me in this statement. 

On the other hand, I have at all times supposed 
| that no gentleman would allow himself to allude 
| in any offensive sense to my religious profession. 
| There exists a strong disposition in vulgar minds 











to do this, but I believe that no one bas so far vio- 
lated the rules of decorumasto do so, with two 
exceptions. 





* This debate is a continuation of the proceedings pub- 
lished on the last columa of page 475 of this work, but was 
not obtained in time for insertion in its place. 
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A member from Pennsylvania, who addressed | 
the committee some days since, [Mr. Srevens,] | 
felt himself at liberty to urge me to call on my | 
illustrious friend, as he styled the President of the | 
United States, and announce to him, in inspired 
language, his impending doom. He selected the 
very language which l was to utter in the ear of the 
president, ‘¢ Accursed is the man stealer;” and I 
was to add to this a solemn entreaty to him to 
sbandon his slave property, ifhe desired to escape 
the Divine wrath. I shall not offer a single remark 
jn regard to the offensiveness of this language, in 
its application to the Chief Magistrate of the na- 
tion, or to myself as a member of this House; but 
shall leave it to that prompf condemnation which 
it will meet from every man who has any just 
se of propriety. 

The sien commie to which I refer, is the 
member from North Carolina, who spoke yester- 
day. That member thought proper to charge me, 
without a single provocation, on my part, with 
« desecrating the Scriptures, by quotations from | 
them, urging the citizens of the United States to 
shed each other’s blood;’’ and he proceeded, far- | 
ther, to charge me with a design to break up this 
Union. These charges were gratuitously made ; 
it was not my purpose, to interfere with the mem- | 
per, in the course of his speech. His very gross | 
allusion to me, drew from me an unpremeditated 

and indignant denial. Gross as the assault upon | 
me was—none could be more so—I should have || 
replied to it in less offensive language. A mo- || 
ment’s reflection would have enabled me to do so, 
but my indignation was, for the moment, irrepress- | 
ible. I pronounced it ‘‘false,’’ as it most cer- 

tainly was. Still, sir, however little respect was 
due to the member who could bring against me | 
such an atrocious charge, | onght to have checked 
an indignation, which, however natural it is to | 
feel under such an outrage, impelled me to make 





aharsher reply than I could have desired to make, 
inacooler moment. But, sir, it was an impulse 
which every generous man will at once understand 
and excuse. 

In looking around this arena, Mr. Chairman, 
the member had a perfect right to select his ad- 
versary; but however much the world may applaud | 
the discretion with which the member exercised his 
right in singling me out, it will not be likely to 
award him an ovation for any success which he 
may win in the contest. He thought it proper— 
perhaps | should say prudent—to pass by all 
others, and to throw his gauntlet immediately at my 
feet, as he entered the gladiatorial ring—at the 
moment in which he referred to me in a manner 
which almost every other member of the House, 
but himself, would have felt should shield me from 
assault. I repeat, sir, the world may applaud the 
member’s discretion, Whatever it may say of his 
manliness. 

Now, sir, | deny that I have on any occasion 
employed the Scriptures for the purpose which the | 
member charges on me. Indeed, | have never 
drawn upon them, as I remember, for any pur- | 
as whatever, in the debates of this House. I | 
ave never sought to vindicate slavery by a single 
quotation from them. In my late speech, I ex- 
pressly declined to argue the question affecting the 
rights of the people represented by me, in respect 
to slavery, on moral grounds; because the argu- 
ment would admit the jurisdiction of the forum; 
and I urged none but political considerations in 
support of those rights. 

luch less, sir, have I at any time sought to | 
bring the authority of the sacred volume to the 
support of violent measures. I distinctly and em- 
phatically repel the charge. Let my speech be | 
examined, and it will be found that the charge of 
the member from North Carolina is without even 
the coloring of truth. It was, | am confident, hast- | 
ily uttered. It proceeded from the unbalanced 
character of that member’s mind, and his malig- 
nant disposition toward southern members who | 

might be supposed ready to condemn his extraor- | 
dinary course at this critical conjuncture. 
thought proper to search the 
ance at thie time, I am quite sure that! should 
have found nothing in them to encourage an aban- 
donment of duty by one who is entrusted by his 
constituents with the high functions of a repre- 
sentative; nor to favor a treasonable surrender, on 
his part, of the rights which he was chosen to 
uphold and defend. Iam here as the representa- 
lve of others. Their rights are committed to my 


' 
| 





| for political evils, 1 would put my life in peril, at 
| any hour, to save it. 


| tempt. 


| disregard of the constitutional provision to sur- 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 





keeping. Whatever! may encounter, I shall vig- |, 
orously and faithfully contend for those rights. I | 
find nothing in human or Divine teachings, to en- | 
courage me to do otherwise. On the contrary, if 
I could shrink from their maintenance, because of 
any apprehension of encountering opposition from | 
the open enemies or false friends of those rights, I 
should incur the censure of the whole Christian | 
and political world. In my late speech, | made a | 


| single brief quotation from the Scriptures, the 


object of which could not be tortured to mean 
what the member has charged, but asserted what 
every one must admit to be true, that in a constitu- 
ticnal government, political truth, like revealed 
truth, must be open to the freest discussion—a 
right denied only by a despotic government— 


| which enforces tranquillity by the crushing might 


of power—and formidable only to tyrants and to 
traitors. 

The other charge brought by the member, in 
his heedless manner, as to my disposition to break 
up the Union, is also without any foundation in 
fact. It is an error into which he has failen from 
the present temper of his mind, which inclines him 
to suspect every southern man, who says a word in | 
behalf of his section, of hostility to the Union. All 
such members, he undertakes to arraign and 
censure. 

[ challenge him or any other member of this 


| House to produce a single remark of mine which 


favors the scheme of disunion. No man living is | 
more profoundly devoted to the Union then | am. 


| We owe to it our prosperity, our power, and our 


glory. Its destruction would involve our own 
country in irretrievable ruin, and it would spread 
dismay through the ranks of the friends of liberty 
in every part of the world. , 

So far from looking to its disruption as a remedy 


To my vision, it seems to 
be invested with dangers. have pointed them 
out; I have appealed earnestly to the patriotism of 
this body to save the Union, by a wise, just, and 
noble use of power. This would avert impend- 
ing troubles, while it would insure, for the whole 
country, a glorious future. It would strengthen 
the Union. | claim to be as true a friend to the 
Union as the member from North Carolina. We 
differ in this: 1 stand with my people; he takes 
occasion, at this conjuncture, when his section is 
threatened, by the overwhelming power of a ma- 
jority, to approach the feet of power, and to give 
it whatever aid his abilities, or his position, may 
enable him to furnish. He spoke of the wrongs 
which his section has endured, in terms which 
were listened to with satisfaction only by those 
who oppose the very rights which he was sent 
here to uphold and vindicate. His course of re- 
mark could hardly fail to fill southern men with 
indignation, and even northern men with con- 
He goes over the whole field of contro- 
versy, and cannot find a single grievance of which 
the South has a right to complain—not even the 


render fugitives from labor, which northern gen- |, 
tlemen themselves admit to bea wrong. He be- 
comes, indeed, the champion of the majority; in- 
vites them to press their measures, and threatens 
his own people, if they resist, with the military 
power of the Government. 

However ready I may be, on all proper occa- | 
sions, to do homage to the high qualities of the | 
North, I cannot, at a moment like this—when the 
whole strength of that powerful section of the Union 
is arrayed against the South—hesitate to take part 
with the people, among whom Providence has cast 
my lot, in the great struggle through which they 
are now passing. Norcan | comprehend how any 
southern man—acquainted with the history of his 
country, familiar with the wrongs to which thé |) 
South has been subjected, in regard to the question 
now before Congress—can, for a moment, forget, | 
or forsake, the cause of that generous and gallant 

ople. The nobler sympathies of our nature— 


Ifl had || in the absence of all the obligations of patriotism— 
riptures for guid- || should impel us to range ourselves on the side of 


the feeble against the strong. The course of the | 
member from North Carolina seems to me to out- | 
rage both; it does violence alike to the nobler im- 
pulses of our nature, and the dictates of patriot- 
ism; and, whether it is considered in regard to me 
or to his country, it is not likely to be commended | 
for its elevation,its generosity, or its manliness. 

A gentleman from New York, (Mr. Wurre,)} i 


who sits before me, I observe intimates that he 


| would be arrested by the 


| President. 
‘toward effecting a sectional organization, be- 


law. 
| in conflict with a majority; their firmness may even 
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approves the course of the gentleman from North 
Carolina, in coming to the aid of the North at this 
conjuncture, and says, that the gentleman from 
North Carolina sees things through the same me- 
dium that he does. That is more than t have 
charged; for the gentleman from New York has, 
on every occasion when & question came up affect- 
ing the rights of the South, voted against the 
South. He has, on every occasion, from first to 
last, voted for the Wilmot proviso, and sustained 
Gorr’s resolution as to slavery in the District of 
Columbia. 

These gentlemen, sir—the one coming from New 
York, and the other from North Carolina—sent 
here by constituencies so widely differing upon 
this question, see things through the same me- 
dium! 

I thank the gentleman from New York for the 
timely remark. He admits the extraordinary po- 
sition of the member from North Carolina; and 
he accounts for it by saying, that ‘they see 
things through the same medium.’’ Such are the 
commendations which a southern Representative 
receives when he lends himself to carry out the 
objects of northern power. 

Sir, when at home, I did what I could to allay 
sectional feeling. 1 spoke for the Union; | pointed 
to its glorious ensign, floating in conscious pride 
over this broad continent, from the Atlantic to the 
Pacific, and borne by our adventurous seamen into 
all the waters of the globe. 1 urged the people 
who surrounded me, and to whom the wildest 
appeals were addressed by those who undertook 
to ride me down, to cherish a patriotic regard for 
the whole country; and I assured them that no act 
of aggression on their rights would be made by 
Congress, and that if it were attempted, the act 
President of their 
choice. But, sir, standing here, in the midst of 
the Representatives of other States, | have felt it 
to be my duty, to resist every measure which 
would be regarded by the people, for whom I 
speak, as an encroachment on their rights or their 
honor, and to urge upon this great body, repre- 
senting the whole country, the views which they 
entertain of a question which so deeply affects 
them. To have done otherwise, would, in my 
judgment, have been a gross abandonment of duty 
—duty to my immediate constituents, and to my 
whole country. While I have thus aimed to do 
my duty here faithfully and efficiently, | have in 
my correspondence with those | represent, Con- 
tributed what I could to encourage a sound senti- 
ment at home—to repress, rather than to excite 
dissatisfaction. I have stated my hope in the just 
action of Congress, and my confidence in the 
[ have discouraged all movements 


lieving that an occasion would not arise, calling 
for any other means of redress, than those which 
the forms of the Government afford. In the early 


| part of the session, when it was impossible to fore- 


see what would be done, | joined my colleagues in 
addressing a letter to the Government, in the hope, 
tha®@the real sentiment of the people of Alabama 
would be uttered in firm and moderate resolutions 
on the part of the Legislature, and that the Ex- 
ecutive of the State would be empowered, in the 
event of a serious aggression being made by this 
Government upon their rights, to bring the sub- 
ject before the people themselves, to decide upon 
it, as they alone have the right to do. 

Such, sir, has been my course, adopted under a 
thigh sense of duty. My aim has been to main- 
tain the rights of the people represented by me, 


' and, at the same time, to avert from the Union 


every cause of trouble—so little do I deserve io 
be classed with those who desire to break up the 
Union. God grant that it may out-ride every 
storm ! 

It is not to be denied, that those who represent 


‘a feeble section, must sometimes ap; ear to be im- 


practicable. Their constituents depend, for theic 
security, upon a strict observance of the organic 
This they must insist upon; it may put them 


threaten shocks to the system; but they must hold 


|| their position—for when they abandon it, they sur- 


render the rights, which they were appointed to 


| guard, to the unchecked dominion of power. This 


Government, without the Constitution, would be an 
absolute despotism. : 
Those of us who have contended for the rights 
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of the southern people, and have demanded for | 
them the protection of the Government, may be | 
denounced for a time—traitors may-assail us—the | 
surges will dash against us;—but when the storm | 


is gone by, and the great question now before us 
is settled, reason aot truth will reassert their do- 
minion, and will vindicate us against the charge 
of faction. It will then be seen how much we 
have contributed to restore the action of the Gov- 


ernment to its true course, and that determined re- | 


sistance to aggression is the only effectual mode 
of maintaining conservative principles. 

In our contests here, sir, this must be borne in 
mind. In the language of Edmund Burke, ‘‘ some- 
thing must be allowed to the spirit rs I 
shall do my duty; no considerations shall deter 
me from it—no reproaches can discourage—no 
threats cafl intimidate me. 
be maintained throughout this wide-spread Repub- 
lic by a wise, patriotic, and noble use of power. 
rights are protected. To wield the power of the 

s a | 
pense of another, or to destroy the securities which | 
protect the property of every portion of the peo- 
pie, must give rise to dissatisfaction; and if the 
wrong be heavy enough, it will occasion angry 
and even fatal convulsions. The right of revolu- 
tion resides in every people under Heaven; and 
there are wrongs which will drive them to the ex- 


ercise of it, unless they are already fit to be made | 


slaves. No people, who comprehend and tove 
liberty, will bear too heavy a pressure from power. 
He who stands ready; as the representative of a free 
people, to surrender their rights to the demands of 
power, and to proclaim that no wrongs can drive them 
into resistance to their Government, is already dead to 
the noble impulses which can alone preserve liberty. 

If, sir, this Union could be maintained by force 
—if it could exist after the whole power of the | 
Government came to be employed against the 
property of the people of one half of the States— 
what generous or right-minded man, come from | 
what section he may, would not prefer to main- 
tain it by a just exercise of the political functions 
which he holds—by a magnanimous forbearance in 
the use of strength—than by military power? 

Sir, this Union can be perpetuated—not by 


force—not by bayonets—but by cherishing the | 


spirit which gave it its existence, and by a rigid 
adherence to the Constitution. I take this occa- 
sion to say, that [ ask for no amendment to the 


Constitution; let it stand; let it be observed in let- || 
I do not | 
desire to throw any additional obstacles in the | 
settlement of the great question | 
earnestly desire to see it disposed | 


ter and spirit. May it be perpetual! 
way of a epee 
now pending. 
of in a spirit which will inspire fresh confidence in 
the Government, and give new strength to the 
Union. 

The member from North Carolina, in his ex- 


gone as willing pilgrims; but he alluded to Jack- 
son, in such terms, as to revive party animosities, 


which have hardly yet had time to die out, and || 
which, at this moment especially, ought rot to | 


be revived. He spoke of his exertions for the 


preservation of the Union, and of the menaces |, 


which, at a certain period of our country’s his- 
tory, he had planed 

President of the United States, and hoped that the 
same special Providence which had preserved the 


lives of the two illustrious men already alluded to, | 
would keep him; and that he, too, might be able, || 
in spite of all resistance, to save the Union. How | 
would that gentleman wish him to preserve it? || 


By military power? By the exercise of his great 
abilities as a military leader? Sir, I greatly miscon- 


ceive the character of the President, if he would || 
not infinitely prefer to serve his country, and to | 
save the Union, by employing pacific measures, | 


than by an appeal'to arms. My confidence in the | 
President is unlimited. Recognizing in him great 

ualities, which fitted him, as I believed, for a 
aithful and efficient performance of Executive 
trusts 1 contributed, what I could, to secure his 
nomination at Philadelphia. I had the impression 
that the member from North Carolina was op- 
sosed to it. He now informs me that he was not, 
out aided to bring it about. I, with pleasure, ac- 
cept his statement of the fact, and thank him—at 
ieast, for that. 
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| Suggest. 


Harmony can only | 
|| too, look to him in this great crisis. 
| which encircle his brow, have been nobly earned; | 
The peeple in every part of it must feel that their || 
| fraternal blood. 
Government, either to enrich one section at the ex- || 


| which 
traordinary speech yesterday, did not content him- || 
self with inviting us to accompany him to the | 
tomb of Washington, whither we should al! have | 


. He then passed to the || 


| ing to crowd a two hours’ speech 





He says, however, that he was not in a Method- 
ist Church in that city. If he had sometimes 
visited such 
would probably both be better than they are to- 
day. The remark only discloses the incurable 
proneness of the member to a line of conduct, 


| which must prove far more injurious to him than | 
| it can possibly be to others. 


As my position puts it out of my power to ap- 
peal to the only considerations which seem to be 
potential in holding him to the observance of a de- 
cent demeanor, I must, of course, expect to hear 
from him the rudest remarks which his nature can 


such a display of his spirit. 
I was observing, sir, that my confidence in the 


| President, so far from being diminished by a per- 


sonal knowledge of him, has gained strength. 


I, 


‘The laurels 


he does not desire to have them crimsoned with 
History has already claimed his 
military achievements for the brightest pages in 
which she records great exploits. I earnestly 


hope that the influence of his high station, and his | 
| great character, will, through all his future days, 
be thrown on the side of peace; that the evening | 


of his life may be crowned with even more glo- 
rious trophies than war has yielded him; that his 


administration willbe illustrated by an unswerving || 


adherence to the Constitution; by afirm protection 


|| of the rights of the weak, whensoever they are 
threatened by the power of the strong; and that | 


Dp? 


| his country will hereafter rank him with her bene- | 
factors, less on account of the victories which he | 


has won in the field, than for the triumphs which 


‘| yet await him in a wise, just, and noble per- 


formance of the duties of the great office, to which 
he has been called by the American people. 
Mr. STANLY. 


heard. In doing so, | shall take especial care, so 


| far as the infirmities of human nature will allow, | 
| to say nothing too severe to the reverend political 
| parson, who has just taken his seat. 


I shall en- 
deavor to restrain myself, not on account of what 


is due to his conduct, but on account of what is due || 


to the profession, which he does not, by any means, 
adorn. 1 shall endeavor to preserve that decorum 


| which is due to this House, and which is due to 
my own character; and if I forbear to say any- || 


thing of peculiar severity to the right-honorable, 
and most-reverend preacher, from the great State 
of Alabama, it will not be on account of what he 


deserves, but out of respect to my own charac- | 


ter. 
Now, here is an exhibition. 


** Daily Globe,’’ of the proceedings of yesterday, 
I never saw until this morning, and 
with the reporters of which I had no communica- 
tion. Ido not know who reported it, or anything 
about it. Iam willing to let that go out to the 


| public, and I appeal to every gentleman, of both 


parties, in this House, to say whether it is cor- 
rect vr not; and who, according to this report, 
stands most to blame in the sight of all good 
men. lam willing to take that gentleman before 
any Methodist Church in my country, and have 
him tried, as to who acted in a manner more 
becoming the gentleman or the Christian—the 


| reverend gentleman from Alabama or myself. 1 
| hope the Committee will give me credit for the 


declaration, that upon the slightest intimation 
on your part, Mr. Chairman, that I was out of 
order, I resumed my seat. I endeavored to 
act with the utmost decorum; but in attempt- 
into one, 
(a hard matter, by the way,) 1 spoke with a 
great deal of excitement, and the reporter did not 
hear, and has not reported, a remark which the 
reverend parson, who, as I shall presently show, 
preaches disunion, made in his seat. He thrust 
himself into this debate. I made no allusion to him. 
I did not know that he was within the sound of 


my voice. I did not care where he was. I knew 
he ought not to have said what he did. I knew 
| he violated the propriety of his station. I did not 


know the gentleman was in the House; but while 
I was speaking, he made a remark, with some se- 
verity and rudeness, which caught my ear, and | 
turned to him and said, 1 would pay my respects 


| to him before I was through. 





pee his morals and his manners | 


No one will be ata loss to account for || 


I am very much indebted to || 
the courtesy of the committee, for the opportunity | 
of saying a few words, after what we have just 


I wish the coun- | 
| try tosee the report which comes to us in the 


LOBE. 


March 7, 


| Mr. HILLIARD. Will the i. 
‘| what the remark was? Gentleman staty 
Mr. STANLY. ‘It was not trues” “ Not go.» 
_ or something of the kind, and it touched me * 
/, Moment. “sg 
Mr. HILLIARD. The gentleman wholly mi 
conceived my remark. I am incapable of making 
_use of such an expression, unless offence has first 
been given me. I simply inquired of a gentlema 
near me, whether [the rest of the sentence w : 
| lost to the reporter. ] 2 
Mr. STANLY. How did! know, when th 
| gentleman spoke in his seat, whether he intended 
| the remark for me, orany one else? The gentleman 
spoke in a loud voice, and the remark caught m 
ear, and produced the effect of exciting my fee. 
| ings in a moment. For that reason,1 turned to 
the gentleman from Alabama. But for his thrust. 
| ing himself into the debate, in that way, I should 
have made no allusion to him. He now disclaims 
any such purpose. I should have thought hin 
incapable of it, but for the speech of this morning 
| I think he has shown that he is not incapable of 
such a purpose. 
Mr. ILLIARD. Will the gentleman allow 
me a word? 
| Mr.STANLY. Yes, sir. 
| Mr. HILLIARD. 1am, [ insist, incapable of 
| originating any offensive remark to any gentleman; 
| and I take occasion distinctly to say, that inad- 
|, vertently 1 made a reply to the very harsh state. 
|, ment made by the gentleman against myself, which 
{ 








_ IT could not have made upon reflection. But | in- 
| sist that the original grievance came from the gen- 
tleman. I had no purpose of interfering with 
him, nor had I any intention of offering him the 
| slightest indignity, nor would I at this moment say 
anything, but for the necessity of vindicating 
myself, 

Mr. STANLY. God help the conscience of 
these political parsons. I do not understand what 
their conscience is. I do not like this tame-snake 
| way of doing business—this professed gentleness 
—yet this malignant attempt to wound. Leta 
man be either fish or flesh, politician or parson, 
and we will know how to take him. 

The honorable gentleman from Alabama com- 
menced this morning, by saying that he was a 
member of the Methodist Episcopal Church. 
Yes, and I referred to the fact yesterday, in cour- 
tesy. He promulgates it this morning. He knew 
it, and the country knows it, from extracts which 
have been published from his sermons. He is 
one of those gentlemen, 1 doubt not, who desire to 
procure the éclat of the galleries, and the compli- 
ments of the ladies, for his sermons; and he comes 
here this morning to pour out his malice upon 
me. I cannot but have gespect for that Church, 
from the associations which are connected with it 
in my own mind. In my youth, I attended its 
| ministrations. I have a high respect for its clergy, 
_in spite of the exhibition we have had here this 
_morning. They are the pioneers of religion in our 
country. They are not like the gentleman from 
Alabama, who knows a great deal more abou 
Vattel, Bynkershoek, and Grotius de Jure Belli, 
than of the Epistles of St. Peter, St. Paul, or St. 
| James. But they are these hundred dollar men, 
_who take their ponies and saddle-bags, and ride 
| through our American forests, sending forth glad 
| tidings of great joy to the black and the white. 
They are to religion, what our Yankees are to com- 
i merce, they go where nobody else goes, and do 
| not preach for glory, or for pay, like the gentle- 
| man from Alabama, or any of that sort. They 


|| do not dance in attendance on the great—are not 





** Frequent in park with lady at his side, 
* + * * + 7 * 


Constant at routs, familiar with a round, 
Of ladyships.? = * * = * 

Through these men, “ the poor have the Gospel 
| preached unto them.” Did the committee observe 
| what the gentleman said this morning? In the most 
|| emphatic way he had, he said that * no gentleman 
|| would’’——so and so. 
| 
| 


| Mr. HILLIARD. 1 said,I thought no gentle- 
man could allow himself-—— 


ould allow himself.” Now, I want to know how 
am to treat with him—as a parson or as a polit 
cian? I wish to be moderate in my remarks to- 
ward him, notwithstanding his assault this morn- 
‘ing. Does it become a follower of the meek and 
i lowly Jesus, who was despised of men—a man of 


—O 


} 
| 
| 
| 


| Mr. STANLY. Exactly—that “ no gentlema 
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tate ws, and acquainted with grief—-who,when He I! here, le 
mas smitten on one cheek, turned the other also— || ing ecg ot Pe nee ie en '| Hear him again—page 2 : 
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m isoses to be offensive in debate, it is usual f i . How far the gentleman has | ihrea sority, in the face of a growing aggression which 
to say, “the member.” | i or || done so, I leave him, in his cooler moments, to | Pica pacer se ec since ; 
= his professions ? Isitin ac :. _ ‘eb the et ae oka onan 
is : .in accordance with the ruies || M. HILLIARD. I ||, “<The time is come wh i 
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, : get a chance to come back 1] chan overwhelming majority may i 
my shown, by his remarks, that 1 have a higher re- ; : The ti jority may impose upon them 
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nel. spect for what is due to a member of this House, || nee ze EVENS, of Pennsylvania. I mustob- |, threaten them, but ie Sneud ean be annie 
na rd what is due to a gentleman, than he has. = o that, until L can havea touch at these young | protection.» . ieir future 
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ms cretion in choosing my adversary, intimating that | Mr. STA LY seme disclaiming a desire for an amendment of the Con- 
im | should have attacked some one who was not a || Mr. HILLIARD oe roceed.. || stitution, is not this preaching disunion? is tt 
ng. clergyman—a very gentle hint that there was || cleanan f Nor id understand the gen- || not telling his constituents they must fight: 
of some cowardice in my attacking him. I suppose | Gaaiaa — I ee Carolina to state, that I had | Hear him again: 8 
this old Anti-Mason—I beg pardon ; I will say, } 8 jain on Sees with paragraphs re- | ia Aes ee [am for offering battle at once. Lem for 
OW this venerable gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. OM STANLY iscourses? seating everyeng upon a single fi ld. We shall never be 
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have been attacked? There was an intimation, this | aoe 2 ach ee as these letter-writers could || New Mexico, I prefer to struggle in Getietl in eee and 
of morning, that I chose my adversary. I submit own and send home, to show how beauti- || Ni toe, that we may bear our institut icy in Califor- 
se the House, and to th ; : mit to | fully he does preach. That is all || Paeifie coast.” utions with us to the 
; se, and t e gentleman’s own constitu- || Mr. HILLIARD. I desi “pres What fs ” . 
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ne said, that what was stated was “false,” without || ther s rr ce istinctly state, that | have nei- | ; f rm rold that political trath, like revealed truth, 
: asking what I meant, or my saying a word, or eee — such notice. i] oe ia Bpce: peaceable,” it would not be 
oe ; . L ~ Nos “atic se e he 
e giving = a chance for explanation. Let this || tion, Hal.” Preach No; “stick to your voca- || © ae é ave heard. ; 
ay record, (holding up the “ Globe,”) published this | ae = pretty sermons. Let the let- || ) i .+y understand how some “ ninety-eight or 
ny morning, say who deported himself most in ac- | aloes saat die jo em down—send them home, to | eat -nine’’ gentlemen may think that Jefferson's 
ae ee the rules of propriety and deco- | aT caeiten = smitten in ae how beautifully | bm th pm from above, unless when he wrote 
0 rum—the gentleman or myself. 2 6 an preaches in relatiog to the law of || slavery. 
Sonept 3 || Moses an fi : ae 3 y ° _ 
esecration of the . ; : _ o . , ’ or offering 
at Now, a word about this d t ft , and what he saw in foreign countries. | But what does that mean, “I am for off 
ke Scriptures. The gentleman from Alabama, in a | am tired of this ** Miss Nancyism” in politics in | battle at once.” r 
33 speech delivered on the 14th of February, 1850, | “at on aa on ed tg on a sehen oF nA cadet eo 28 
" says: | an anecdote some years ago, of di. || BA0,S Goundis. meant it in , 
n « We cannot submit ili : | nal, who flourished in the oe rl gp nice ll sense—for p&essing the i . parliamentary 
’ e shmit to the tranquillity which a despotism ys when cardinals | sing the question here in Conyress 
> ett he — hold that political truth is like revealed were ficld-marshals; and the cardinal was a good a — ee. : 
n- 4: : rst = then peaceable.” eset ges the <snan a wicked one. The marshal \| Mon Ss rAN LY . i am glad to hear it. Let the 
a understand the honorahle gentleman, he just hi committed some act of injustice, and one of } coun ry understand it. Then the Union is not to 
h. now disclaimed having been guilty of a desecra- || is friends asked him, “ How can you, a holy || be dissolved. Last Saturday was the day ap- 
: . - e j if “2D , 1} i 2 c ~ : 
r ianeh Rennpnaiie Now, what is a desecration | eee such an act?” The cardinal replied, | see according to one prophecy, from a distin- 5 
+ d criptures? I may have been guilty of it || d Seen ae marshal—as a military com. | guished quarter, that | saw in a newspaper. tis : 
h yesterday, myself. I confess myself liable to the | mander. ‘‘ But,’ said his friend, “if the devil | true, a terrific wind broke the flag pole of the : 
7 a We do not all refer, in conversation, | oan marshal, what will ‘become of the car- | mae wae RDO One Pee Oe ye te ee eee 
0 = — reverence to the Scriptures; but, l. : d thi ets a. oe wm! ABhel ny Prado sate ymaggtts Fone wi 
: pe ing to the meaning given by lexicographers, || ¢h colitielay this anecdote to the consideration of | {), Se ee te eee eee 
3 o “desecrate,” is “ to divert from a sacred pur- || ~ politician and parson, who has assailed me | ’ ‘iat threats in a Pickwickian sense! 
n pose;”? to use irreverently; to quote it to | this morning. And | tell the gentleman, heen one = I am glad to hear this was only meant in a 
ly . “Point a moral, or adorn a tale.” ees net 4 people of his own Church, Arrhseermnme? Pherae If this gentleman had said 
° , 1} Qe 7 > . | is W > ' , 
; dea is all I meant—nothing more; and I had not || afford aie ines Gita ping theti-thats pice dees: met ti iasig see Is er idm salu ddneeaeie 
the most distant idea, [ assure the House, on the || cont 4 eld for those who ought to be un- |, SF » | should not have thought it proper to 
' word of a gentleman, to say anything in that re- i] chi ee by the world—who ought to be | - ae a on this speech; and | would stop here, 
: i to injure the feelings of the honorable gen- | leaned 's nates by their example, teach us to | ania no ie veyed gdh cog Aa ee 
teman from Alabame. ‘Not the most distant. ro ae an righteousness, sown in peace, | rove | phen s of this morning, that I should 
t be e gentleman thrust himself upon me, as I said The gentl amos , Theg rent totes eaeiaeeen 
: before, when I was highly excited in debate, say- | gentleman spoke of the want of balance in he gentleman, that he may kindle sectional ani- 
D ing, “It is false.”” Now, where is this ‘ firet | = se, Nothing personal in that? Well, if onmines Leal the ‘southern States have borne the 
, pare, then peaceable?’’ from the General Epistle | an ‘is, God annoy erer hee ay ate, Peaster |B theesll teen raed Sener ean 
"ae James? \| tien’ or gave it ee 4 1 am thankful for it. | , the wae decline a commercial prosperity ; 
nad more. ave seen t 
“acu the honorable gentleman had read that ‘| than the gentleman from ean — sill | eee tis their ships deca a aiceLaneanaieras = 
| M . apter this morning before he canie here; || the House and tl ma, I will leave for | «fortune, they h on 
would greatly have assuaged the severity =} | _ and the country to decide. Whether | “| » they have stood by the country; they 
some of his remarks. The Apostle tells us, | the eee = oe my heart is in || « have seared eaanaret ete 
: “ . , || ction towa }j . have , eir wea i . 
F walasee wisdom that is from above is—first pure, then | country decide the country, let the || « they devs seen it we AR ley Bape eee 
oa 7: gentle and easy to be entreated; full of mercy | Th y | . : : | * parts of the C Seoenes See 
] a ruits; without partiality, and without hypocrisy.” | if ae ee asks me with an air of triumph, || old wellifie re onfederacy. What is this but the 
asthe gentleman from Alabama “ gentle”’ yes- | tai dis cabal ahaiameen, Mipapeseh which cee | A Sr cahame ae or 
terday? or “ easy to be entreated”’ to-day? Has ains disunion sentiments. Certainly, there are | «, gain, on page six, the gentleman says: 
he been disposed Satta ttaaneeidt®. At <! several of them, or {do not understand the Eng- » Survey, sir, the whole extent of that wide-spread region 
, ( : y as! what |! lish } a ; beginuing at the Poto , , : 
are the “fruits”? of his wisdom? And the next anguege. Hear the following extract: what || view, to the almost tenginl ian feo porn Tene, tee 
ve : dom: oes he mean i ‘ as ppical plains of southern Texas, aud 
| of vighesneen commend to him is,“ And the fruit || «4 spirit _s adnan | Creat con sane, teen ween gee Oe ee nuon; oa 
ness is sown in ace. of equally etermined prevails at the So Bin 18 “ates g, One purpose, One spirit, Moves the entire mass 6 
make peace.” Pieced andel pe ° . them that | throughout that entire region there exists a single caleba awakened and tudignant freemen. You may almost heat 
t rest, evinced ish g eman, alter a night 8 | in regard to this threatened aggression, and thut is, to ne | the tones in which they announce their solemn pul pose, not 
willfal , any wi , to make peace? Let his it to the last.” > only to resist your threatened encroachments, but to demand 
Mr Sabarinde econ of this morning answer. || | What is the meaning of “ resisti || guaranties for their future safety.” 
. | , > 
meut't Senate 1 confess the great embarrass- || Why did he not, if he eee What does all this mean?) [t sounds, to my 
told us, in on ielnuun of be. The gentleman || tell us what resistance means? Does he not eae ots une the words of those who threaten to come 
’ inning of his attack—what hi li eiwal ao ean ere with arms, and take forcibl j 
deportment wo is || civil war? Does any man in h 39 f . cible possession of 
uld never have revealed—th y is senses doubt it? | the C . It sound 
: that he || How else will the it? | the Capitol. It sounds very like the words of 
w ; wi | ;: ords O| a 
a a clergyman, and thus he throws his poisoned Hl oh ntieman from Alabama resist | gentleman from Georgia, not in C 
shefis, and hold hi his poisoned | the action of the Government? I asked him th ced eagrees, whe z 
Steatnes olds up his clerical coat, in terrorem, || other day, when speaki ste im the || wrote a furious letter, advocating a Southern Con- ; 
eedies e is called on to defend himself. A man || resistance? he gave eee L meen 8 vention, (Mr. Trours.} Is all this in a par- 3 
servg two masters.” This is no place | after h cl : ° asked him || liamentary sense? If so, the gentleman d J 
| for one whose life is dedicated to the servi H r he concluded his speech; he gave no answer. | agree with those who mea : h ae ae 
, of hi : ‘ vice | e can give none. I det’ a) ae 5 ' m more, when they use 
is ‘Maker. Bat if such persons will be || civil w — suk bina y him to giveany, except his words. But hear him again: y 
“if it be your settled policy to deny the slavcholding 
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States any participation in the territory now belonging to 








etther to submit to a gradual, but perfectly certain, change 


ia their organic structure, or to resist the threatened en- | 


choachment on their rights, at ever, hazard.’’ 


‘* At every hazard!” Is thatina ‘ parliament. | 


pense ?”’ 


tary 
HILLIARD. 


Mr. In referring to offering 
liamentary sense. 
must understand that I insisted upon the opinion, 
which I sincerely hold, that certain acts of ag- 


gression by this Government. would drive the || 
people of the southern States into revolutionary | 


resistance. 
Mr. STANLY. 
every hazard.” 
Mr. HILLIARD. I meant to say, that, in my 
judgment, the passage of the Wilmot proviso 
would drive the southern people into resistance. 


Mr. STANLY. How? 


Mr. HILLIARD. Revolutionary resistance. | 


I meant that such would be the effect of the pas- 
sage of the Wilmot proviso. Does not the gen- 
tleman think so? , 

Mr. STANLY. What? 

Mr. HILLIARD. ‘Think that it will drive 
them to resistance, 

Mr. STANLY. No; not by a Nashville Con- 
vention disunion and civil war! [told you that 
North Carolina would not go with that crowd. 
When resistance becomes necessary, North Caro- 
lina will act ** on her own hook.” 

Mr. HILLIARD. How? Will you go armed? 

Mr. STANLY. If I were a preacher | would 
go unarmed; or against preachers, unarmed. 


Mr. HILLIARD. Does the gentleman believe 


that the southern people would, or would not, re- | 


sist the passage of the Wilmot proviso? 

Mr. STANLY. 
the Wilmot proviso being passed. 

Mr. HILLIARD. But answer. 

Mr. STANLY. I will ** not answer him?” I 
do not believe there is any danger; bat 1 believe— 
as I said in the legislature of my own State, last 
year, and now repeat—that the people of North 
Carolina will stand by the Union, Wilmot pro- 
viso, or no Wilmot proviso. 

Mr. HILLIARD. Would they submit, or re- 
sat? 

Mr. STANLY. Submit and resist are not 
words in my parliamentary vocabulary. 

Mr. HILLIARD. Will the gentleman allow 
me a single moment? 

Mr. STANLY. Yes, sir. 

Mr. HILLIARD. Does the gentleman mean 
to assert, that the people of the southern country 
would, or would not, resist the Wilmot proviso, 
in a revolutionary sense? 

Mr. STANLY. I do not believe they would. 
God forbid that I should entertain any such idea. 
As I said at home, in the legislature of my own State, 
so | say now—they would not, and if they even 
intended to do so, after what we have heard from 
the distinguished Senator from South Carolina— 
after what we have heard from the honoradle mem- 
ber from Alabama—I say, God deliver me from 
such associates, if we are going into the business 
of engaging in war, according to the plan of the 
gentleman from Mississippi, [Mr. Brown,] or to 
act according to the wishes of the gentleman from 
Virginia, [Mr. Means.) I said in our General 
Assembiy in North Carolina, what I now repeat: 
*« Whether the Wilmot proviso should be adopted 
‘or not, the people of North Carolina will stand 
* by the Union, as the ark of their political safety— 
‘as a main pillar in the edifice of real independ- 
‘ence: the support of tranquillity at home; of 
‘ peace abroad; of safety, of prosperity, and of 
‘that very liberty they so highly prize.” 

Is the gentleman answered? 

He now, under excitement, says he meant, 
**resist at every hazard’’—* revolutionary resist- 
ance;”’ though a few moments since he said, he 
only means that ‘‘in a parliamentary sense.”” Has 
he not * confessed the corn,” as the saying is, 
that he did preach disunion? that he intended 
** revolutionary resistance’’ to an act of Congress? 
He stands guilty, according to his own confession 
here this morning. 

Now, I have shown, that the gentleman from 
Alabama did preach disunion in his speech; and 
he thrast himself into the debate yesterday. 

He tells ue of great things he did in the canvass 





What do you mean by ‘at || 


| that accusation from that quarter. 


I believe there is no danger of | 


| ple. 


| any kind. 
|| their lot was to be my lot, their fate my fate, 
| their God my God; and whatever evil should befal 
| them, my camp—in alluding to an anecdote bor- 
| rowed from the gentleman from Kentuck y—I said, 
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|| in Alabama—that he was the ** ensign of the Re- 
us, or hereafter to belong to us, ten the time is conte, | 
whea the southern States must decide a grave question—- | 





public.” 
Now, sir, I had rather hear these praises from 
some other source. Why, if the gentleman bore 


the ensign of the Republic at home, can he not 
|| bear it here? 
| of the political complexion of his district: he is 
| afraid some Whig, who wishes to come to Con- 
battle, I meant that particular phrase in a par- || 
But the gentleman, surely, || 
|| the play) may not know it is only a parson, and 


I suspect the truth is, he is thinking 


gress, will be more like a lion than he—will roar so 
loudly against aggression, that the ladies (as in 


be afraid. Is he not afraid of some dozens of 
Whigs or Democrats, in his district, who want to 
come here? 

Now, the gentleman said that I was a cham- 
pion of that section. What section? He inti- 
mated the northern section. 1 am glad to hear 
It rejoices my 
heart, to know that | am entirely free of such con- 


| duct as meets, the approbation of that gentleman. 


It is one of the proudest things for me, to think 
of as long as I live. 

The gentleman says that I said nothing about 
fugitive slaves. 
House. 
the provisions of the Constitution, and no doubt 
would, This report in the ‘* Globe,’’ snows that 
the gentleman is mad—blind with passion—that 
he did not hear my remarks, nor what J was talk- 
ing about. 

Mr. HILLIARD. On the contrary, I said the 
gentleman did say so. His argument was, that 
the whole trouble about that subject grew out of 
party movements; that there was no real cause 
for dissatisfaction. 

Mr. STANLY. Thatis not the point. He said 
that I said ** nothing about northern conduct.’’ | 
did. I referred to the agitation as caused by south- 


| ern Democratsgand the ** Union” newspaper and 


Abolitionists. 
issue. 

The gentlemen says I threatened my own peo- 
I will not use the only appropriate epithet 
I made no threat of 


I said, 


The gentleman cannot change the 


which this charge deserves. 
I did refer to my own people. 


my camp was to be on the battle ground; and yet 


| the gentleman says | threatened my own people. 
| How did I threaten? 


Even a distinguished Sen- 
ator from Mississippi [Mr. Foorr] cannot go all 
: ‘’ 9” 
lengths with Mr. Catnoun. My “threat” was, 
that public indignation would overtake ail the fol- 


| lowers of that gentleman, [Mr. Catnoun.] One 


who could make such a charge against me, would 
‘*desecrate the Scriptures.”’ 

But the gentleman found fault with the reference 
I made to General Washington’s suppressing re- 


| bellion, to General Jackson’s suppressing the 
| nullification rebeilion, and to the fact that Gereral 


‘Taylor, whose life Providence had guarded in so 
many dangers, would not betray his trust, and 
forget his oath. 

My feeble tribute to the memory of General 


| Jackson, grates harshly on the ears of the gentle- 
| man from Alabama. 


lam sorry for it. Though 
I differed in opinion with others, as to his civil 
administration, his patriotic conduct in 1833, in 
putting down nullification, commanded my high- 
est gratitude and admiration. And here let me 
say, my intercourse with many Democrats here, 
and at home, has overcome many prejudices | 


| entertained against them. And upon this question 
| of union, or civil war, I shall offer them the right 


hand of fellowship—especially those who have 
expressed their manly indignation of impudence 
and arrogance, in a manner becoming freemen. I 
shall be proud to be found side by side with those 
of them who rebuke treason, and stand up for the 
Union, and the whole country. 

The gentleman from Alabama hopes General 
Taylor will distinguish himself by calm and pa- 
cific measures. Did I intimate, or has any one 
intimated, that General Taylor would use force ? 
I think not. I might have said, he was sworn to 
support the Constitution, and see that the laws 
were faithfully executed. And I believe he will; 
a 1 suppose his worst enemies will hardly doubt 
that. 

But, Mr. Chairman, will the honorable gentle- 
man from Alabama tell me why he did, twelve 
months ago, in the southern caucus, stand up 








others, voted to lay on the table the Southe 
| dress? 
| Why, sir, he saw new lights in the late 


| me to see him often; and, if it did, I con 
| too much any one who is compelled | 
| so many visits, to allow myself to trouble j; 





| other charges, the gentlemen from Alabama « 


Look at the report; ask this | 
I said the North ought to compiy with | 





| ists. 





country had ever lost in negroes 
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against aggression? What aggression 
North committed since then, when he 
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m has the 
»and Several 
rn Ad. 
Upon him? 


on owe Sea re . : Canvas 
in his district, under his ** ensign of the Republic.” 


But | made no threat. 1 have heard no th 
from General Taylor. My time will not > ba 


IM iserate 
© receive 
im 
ats 


What new light has dawned 


with calls. 1 could have referred to the thre 
General Jackson made against a distinguished 
southern Senator, and some others. And with 

the last month, I have heard it from two sents. 
men, who heard General Jackson say: * Let these 
persons but commit one overt act, and I wil| 
them as high as Haman, by the Eternal!” 

But, with as much foundation as he had for 
I was opposed in Philadelphia to General Tay’ 
lor’s nomination. 

Mr. HILLIARD. I withdrew it upon the gen. 
tleman’s own statement. 7 

Mr. STANLY. Lgive him credit for withdraw. 
ing one charge; the proof to contradict him was too 
near at hand. I hope the gentleman will aid me 
in supporting the peaceful measures recommended 
by the President. But one word of the Philadel. 
phia Convention. | stated, while he was speaking 
just now, that in Philadelphia I had no intercourse 
with the gentleman; that | should have looked for 
him at some Methodist Church. The gentleman 
replied, it would have been better for my manners 
and morals. ‘To this lL answered, that if my map. 
ners and morals had been improved, it would not 
have been owing either to his preaching or tu his 
example. And what did the reverend gentleman 
say to this provoked repartee? Ele said, | could not 
help ‘* certain tendencies,”’ and he made a down- 
ward motion. Now, sir, 1 confess, when I attack 
the gentleman, I am going ina downward direc. 
tion. I confess, my tendencies are to strip, as | 
have, the wolf of the sheep’s clothing. I confess, 
when one of his calling attacks another, regardless 
of all decorum, I have an irresistible “*tendency” 
to Mr. Chairman, | will not foliow a bad ex. 
ample and use harshness of language, that I know [ 
shall repent; | will not forget the gentleman’s voca- 
tion, though he may. But] wish the gentleman to 
understand, that this restraint is imposed by a 
feeling of respect for this House, and of regard for 
what becomes my own character, and not for 
what might be deservedly applied to the gentleman 
from Alabama. 

A few words more, and I will cease this un- 
pleasant discussion. 

In my remarks, yesterday, when I was so rudely 
interrupted by the gentleman, I did speak, | 
thought, severely, of the agitation of Abolition- 
I did say, | thought the passage of the Wil- 
mot proviso would be regarded as a great outrage, 
for there was no necessity for it. I did say, that my 
people would regard it as an unfriendly exercise 
of power; that though it was excellent to havea 
giant’s strength, it was tyrannous to use it asa 
giant; and | repeat, that if that proviso should be 


hang 





| passed, though my own opinions are for the 


Union, I believe the people of North Carolina will 
feel bound to deliberate in convention, or in her 
General Assembly, whether it is not time to think 
that our northern brethren are not disposed to treat 
us as countrymen. I believe that the passage of 
that proviso will sow seeds of discord and alien- 
ation, that yearsto come will noteradicate. When 
the State acts, | shall be found on her soil, with 
the nearest and dearest relatives and friends, ready 
to act with such powers as God has given me, as 
becomes a good citizen. Bat of this, I say again, 
that proviso will not be forced upon us ; but if it 
is, 1 do not go with Calhoun & Co., for reasons 
given yesterday. : 

After these remarks, in answer to Mr. Hititarp, 
Mr. Sranty proceeded, hurriedly, to recapitulate 
some matter, to which he referred the day before. 
He referred to the aggressions of the nullifying 
policy, as illustrated in the compromise act of 
1833. He spoke of the home-valuation feature in 
that act, and said, that was the protective feature, 
which some southern members refused to stand 
by. He said, that act had cost a loss of more 
millions to the northern States, than the southera 
ping, in thou- 


sands of dollars. He said, this Government was 
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d not only to protect southern property, but 
pon industry, North and South. 4 

He referred to a Union meeting, at which the 
post distinguished son of North Carolina, Judge 
Gaston, spoke of the nullifiers, who had sneered at 
North Carolina as the Rip Van Winkle of the 
gouth, when he said, better ‘* sleep on, than wake 
ip treason or disunion; better be the Rip Van 
Winkle of the South, than the Cataline of the his- 
jorian, or the Bobadil of the poet.” 

in answer to remarks of his colleague, of more 
money spentat the North, and of Mr. Hiviiarp’s 
remark, of money ** scattered in other parts of the 
Confederacy,” Mr. S. said, $20,000 for Cape Fear 
rver had been in a bill vetoed - a southern Pres- 
dent ; and $50,000 for Nag’s Head, on the North 
Carolina coast, ‘* pocketed ” by Captain Tyler, a 
southern President, and that he would promise ten 
or twenty northern or western democratic votes 
for every Southern democratic vote, for these im- 
provements. What work, what light-houses, 
wanted by the southern country, had northern 
men ever refused ? 

(These remarks are not all reported in full, for 
Mr. S. said they were intended as part of his 
speech of the day before: | 

Mr. STANLY concluded, by saying, he begged 
pardon for his part in the debate; he found he was 
too easily excited; he had, however, tried to con- 
rol his feelings; he hoped he would be pardoned 
for whatever might have been said, under excite- 
ment, at all unbecoming. If those from whom 
better things were to be expected, could not always 
preserve self-control, what allowance ought to be 
made for ** one little better than one of the wick- 
ed?”” 

Mr. S. said, he had not the least idea while 
speaking yesterday, to have said anything offensive 
to the gentleman from Alabama. He would have 
been the last person in the House, whom he 
would have selected to attack unkindly, and he 
should, if opportunity had offered, had not the 
harsh word he used reached his ear, have instantly 
begged his pardon. He remembered his vocation 
and station in life, and felt hurt, that he could, by 


any provocation, have been guilty of offering him | 


insult. He regretted it all: and was altogether sur- 
prised by the tone and manner of the gentleman 
this morning. He came there, prepared to beg par- 
don for his hasty expressions. But the gentleman’s 
speech this morning prevented. He hoped, here- 
aller, when he should have acquired control over 
his temper, in a more appropriate sphere of action, 
to hear 
“Truths divine come mended from his tongue.’? 


Mr. HILLIARD said, this was the first occa- 
sion upon which anything like a tender of the 
olive-branch had been made by the gentleman 
from North Carolina, [Mr. Sranzty.] He (Mr. 
H.) now took occasion to say, that he had not 
enertained a single unkind sentiment toward that 
gentleman, until he had yesterday made a very 
gross and unprovoked charge upon him, by saying 
that he had desecrated the Scriptures for the worst 
purposes, Let it all pass. The gentleman must, 
of course, settle for himself what his own rela- 
tions with him (Mr. H.) should hereafter be. He 
had only vindicated himself, and exposed the 
course of the gentleman from North Carolina, in 
proper terms. 

Mr. STANLY said, that if the gentleman was 
80 disposed, he was willing to forget all that had 
passed, and to understand, not only their speeches, 
but all the gentlemaan’s threats, in a Parliamentary 
sense only. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Frivay, March 8, 1850. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
THE PRIVATE CALENDAR. 

Mr. THOMAS moved that the House proceed 
to. the consideration of private bills, (this being 
one of the days set aside by the rules for the con- 
sideration thereof. 

The SPEAKER said, the first business in order 
would be the consideration of private bills report- 


[— Friday last from the Committee of the 
ole. 


The House thereupon passed to that order of 


siness, 
. The SPEAKER stated, that the bills which re- 
ceived the favorable consideration of the Commit- 
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tee of the Whole, last private-bill day, would be | 
the business first in order to-day. 


The following bills were then taken up, ey 


read, and ordered to be engrossed for a third read- 
ing, and, being engrossed, were read the third time 
and passed, viz: 

The bill for the relief of William B. Crews; 

The bill for the relief of Charles Ahrenfeldt and 
John F. H. Voght; 

The bill for the relief of William Paddy; 

The bill for the relief of Gideon Walker; 

The bill for the relief of Jesse Sutton; 


The bill for the relief of E. Paven Stadt .and | 


F. A. Schumacher; 


The bill for the relief of Furguson and Mil- | 


hardo; 

The bill for the relief of Richard P. Barrett; 

The bill granting a pension to Avery Downer; 

The bill for the relief of Captain Henry F. 
Evans; 

The bill for the relief of George Cassady; 

The bill for the relief of Benjamin P. Smith; and 

The bill for the relief of Lewis Hastings. 

The bill for the relief of Joshua Follansbee and 
B. F. Isherwood, and for other purposes, having 
been reported from the Committee of the Whole, 
with a recommendation that it be referred to the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
it was taken up for consideration, and the question 
of reference was carried in the affirmative. 

The next bill in order, was that for the relief of 
John Glenn, administrator of Robert Barry, de- 
ceased, and Washington Hall, which had been 
reported from the Committee of the Whole, with 
a recommendation that it be recommitted to the 
Committee on Claims. 

The question was put on the motion to recom- 
mit, and it was decided in the affirmative. 


The next bill in order, was that for the relief of 
Samuel Dewey, which had been reported from the 
Committee of the Whole, with an amendment, pro- 
viding that the pension shall commence from and 
after the 4th of March, 1849, instead of the 4th of 
March, 1840, as provided in the original bill. 

The bill was then read as it had been amended 
by the committee. 

Mr. SACKETT expressed himself in opposi- 
tion to the amendment of the Committee of the 
Whole, and proposed to amend their amendment, 
by striking out the word * nine’’ and inserting the 
word ‘* five,” so as to make the pension com- 
mence from and after the 4th March, 1845. 

Mr. WALDO made some remarks in favor of 
the bill. He said the Committee on Revolution- 
ary Pensions were satisfied, from the testimony be- 
fore them, that the petitioner was entitled to the 
pension. Although he was in favor of the bill as 
it originally stood, yet he preferred the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from New York [Mr. 
Sackett] to that of the Committee of the Whole, 
because it accorded more justice. 

Mr. WHITE, although in favor of the original 
bill, was willing to take the amendment proposed 
by the gentleman from New York, because some 
justice would be awarded by it. 

Mr. JONES inquired under what law the appli- 
cation was made for the pension? 

Mr. SACKETT was understood to say, the act 
of 1832. 

Mr. JONES. If the case was brought within 
the provision of the law of 1832, the pension should 
commence in ]831. 
the petitioner was unable to perfect his proof be- 
fore the department to entitle him to the benefits of 
that law. If he was able to perfect his proof so 
far as to satisfy the committee whieh reported the 
bill, and the House, that he did render the service 
required by the act of 1832, to entitle him to the 
benefits of that act, then it was clear that the pen- 
sion should commence from and after the 4th of 
March, 1831. If, however, they were not satisfied 
that the service was performed, then he was not 
entitled to a pension. He did not know upon 
what ground the committee could compromise the 
question, if he was not entitled under the law of 
1832, by reporting in favor of a pension under a 
different law. 

Mr. SACKETT said, the application for the 
pension was made as far back as 1840; and that 
was the reason that the committ e had fixed the 
period of 1840 for the commencement of the pen- 
sion. This practice, he believed, had been adopted 
in other cases. ‘The reason that the petitioner 


He supposed, however, that | 





came before Congress at all, was in consequence 
of a defect of testimony required by the law. 

Mr. JONES said, sitice he had spoken, he had 
learned from a member of the Committee on Rev- 
| olutionary Pensions, that the applicant had fully 
made out his case to the satisfaction of the com- 
| mittee, that he did perform the service, and that 
| he clearly brought himself within the provisions of 
,, the law of 1832. As he was now satisfied of that 
| fact, he moved to strike out 1840, and insert 183], 
| 80 as to commence the pension from the fourth of 
| March of that year. 

Mr. CARTTER expressed the hope, that the 
amendment proposed by the gentleman from 
Tennessee, (Mr. Jones,} would not prevail. 

The CHAIRMAN said, the amendment was 
| not now before the House, because of a pending 
) amendment to an amendment. 
| Mr. CARTTER then expressed the hope that the 
/ amendment of the Committee of the Whole would 

prevail. Judging from the age of the aj plication, 
they would never get rid of those who were en- 
| gaged in the war of the Revolution. He thought, 
;at any rate, if they undertook to legislate in 
| special cases, when there was a general law 
| making ample provision for all the old soldiers of 
the Revolution, they should do so with great cau- 
| tion and care. The object of the Committee of the 
| Whole, in fixing the period for the commencement 
_ of the pension in 1849, instead of 1840, was to get 
rid of the plunder fund, which sustained the har- 
| pies, called agents here, who hung around the 
committee rooms. If there was any such relic of 
| the Revolution living, as the one proposed to be 
| provided for by this bill, the pension, to commence 
| from 1849, would amply take care of him. The 
| back pay is the plunder part, which the old soldier 
seldom ever receives. It was that part that he was 
opposed to granting. He was willing to vote for 
the bill as it came from the Committee of the 
| Whole. He would not vote away money to put 
in the pockets of those land pirates—of those land 
sharks—who filch both the old soldier and the 
Government. 
| Mr. CONGER said, he was informed that it 
| had been the practice to allow the pensioner to 
| draw his pension back from the ume his applica- 
tion was made. That, he understood, was the 
| vigw of the committee in fixing upon the year 
| 1340. He did not know that he would be opposed 
| to that rule. He wanted information. If the rule 
| was to be changed by the action of the commitiee, 
| he desired that the House should know it. It was 
| within the knowledge of members of the House, 
that those cases which came betore them for spe- 
cial legislation thereon, were those cases which 
had been before the Pension Office, and laid there 
for years. They are hard cases, which have been 
abandoned by the applicants as lost. He appre- 
| hended, that inall such cases, some agent had con- 
| trol of them; and that before they were brought 
| before the House, an agreement would have been 
| entered into, by which the individual would be 
| bound to pay the agent one-half or one-tiiird of 
| such amount of pension as might be obtained. In 
| regard to this case, he knew nothing; but if it was 
/ such a case, he knew that the gentleman from 
Tennessee would not desire to extend the period 
| as far back as 1831. He was therefore opposed 
| to changing the rule, which placed the pensioner 
on the roll trom and afier the time the application 
| was made, 
Mr. HARRIS, of Illinois, said, he was satisfied 
| with the action of the committee that reported the 
| bill. Ele believed that they had given the appli- 
| cation and testimony, upon which it was founded, 
| calm and dispassionate consideration, and that 
| they were satisfied that the applicant was entitled. 
| They had reported aebill which was just and equi- 
1 table, and it shoulds therefore, paxs. The gentle- 





man from Ohio [Mr. Caartrer)} seemed w speak 
| as if he regretted that those men of the Revolu- 
tion did not die. He (Mr. H.) hoped that they 
| never would die. He hoped that these men, who 
had, by their valor, achieved for us all that we 
| have of liberty, would live among us for gener- 
‘ations. He was in favor of the passage of the 
| bill as it came from the Commutee on Revolution- 
ary Pensions. He hoped the House would reject 
| the amendment of the Committee of the Whole, 
| and then pass the bill, 
Mr. THOMAS said, that the pension system 
| contemplated the present support of the old sol- 
| dier. The bill, as & came from the Committee of 
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the Whole, gave the applicant one peed pension 
in advance. He was in favor of the amendment 
adopted by that committee. He apprehended the 
matter had been discussed long enough, and there- 
fore moved the previous question. He withdrew 
the motion at the request of— 





Mr. GORMAN, who said, that in this case, | 
there was no agent before the committee, nor was | 


the soldier who makes the application, before it. 
The papers were presented from the War Depart- 
ment. The only reason why the argus-eyed gen- 
tleman at the head of the Pension Office did not 
allow the pension, was, because the applicant 


could not account, according to the rules of the | 


department, for the time when he was imprisoned. 
There was nobody to be found who cuuld trace 
him out, to establish the period of service for 
which he claimed the pension. He wanted the 
gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Carrrer,] to know, 


that that was the only reason why the department | 
did not grant the pension. The reason why the | 
period of 1840 was adopted by the committee, | 


was, that it was the period of theapplication. He 


expressed the hope that the House would not do | 


so great an act of injustice, as to adopt the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from New York, [Mr. 
Sacxerrt,} but let the pension commence when the 
proof was made. 


Mr. CARTTER explained, that he had, in his || 
remarks, intended no reflection upon the revolu- || 
tionary soldier; his remarks were intended to | 
apply to such revolutionary soldiers as were res- | 


urrected by agents. 


Mr. HARRIS, of Illinois, after a few remarks | 


in farther support of the bill, moved the previous 
question. 

The previous question received a second; and 
the main question was ordered to be put. 


Mr. GERRY asked what the main question | 


would be. 


The SPEAKER said the main question would be | 
first on theamendment of the gentleman from New | 


York, (Mr. Sackert,] to strike out * nine,” in 
the amendment of the Committee of the Whole, 


and insert “ five;’’ and next, on the amendment of || 
the Committee of the Whole, as amended or not, | 


as the case might be. 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania, expressed 
the hope, that the gentleman from New York woald 
withdraw his amendment, so as to bring the 
House directly to a choice between the amend- 
ment of the Committee of the Whole and the 
original bill. 


Mr. SACKETT did not withdraw his amend- | 


ment. 


‘The question was then put on striking out 1849, || teen loan office certificates, issued to Thomas Jett, | 


and inserting 1845, and decided in the negative. 


The question then recurred on concurring with | 


the Committee of the Whole in its amendment, 
which substituted 1849 for 1840, and it was de- 
cided in the negative—ayes 53, noes 76. 

Mr. CARTTER demanded the yeas and nays. 
They «ere not ordered. 

The amendment of the Committee of the Whole 
was declared to be disagreed to. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed, and 
read a third time; and being engrossed, was read 
the third time and passed. 


The SPEAKER announced that the House had | 


now disposed of all the bills reported from the 
Committee of the Whole. 
Mr. THOMAS moved that the House resolve 


itself into Committee of the Whole on the private | 


calendar. 
Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, hoped that the 
gentieman would withdraw his motion, so as to 


allow him (Mr.8.) to move that the House resolve || 
itself into Committee of the Whole on the state of |! not been paid. They think the presumption rea- | 
the Union, toafford the genti®man, (Mr. Stanton, | 
of Kentucky,] who commencéd his speech yester- | 


day, an opportunity of concluding it. 


The SPEAKER said, the question would first || 


be on the motion of the gentleman from Tennes- 
see, [Mr. Tuomas,] if the gentleman did not with- 
draw it. 

Mr. THOMAS said that, personally, he would 
be gratified to accommodate the gentleman from 
Tennessee, [Mr. Stanton;] but during the three 
months of the present session, Congress had given 
but one day to the private calendar. He (Mr. T.) 
must, therefore, insist on his motion. 


| Mr. Tomas, and the vote was declared to be— 
| ayes 75, noes 58. 

Mr. INGE suggested, that the question was not 
understood; and requested the Speaker again to 
|| State it. 

The SPEAKER did so, 

Mr. ROOT hoped, he said, that the House 
would go into Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, to allow the gentleman from 
Kentucky [Mr. Stanton] to finish his —- 
The committee could then rise, and the House 
could go into Committee of the Whole on the 
| private calendar. 

The question was again taken, and, by yeas 81, 
noes 67, was decided in the affirmative. 

So the House resolved itself into Committee of 


} 


| the Whole, (Mr. Scuenck, of Ohio, in the chair,) | 
/and proceeded to the consideration of bills on the | 


|| private calendar. 
LOAN OFFICE CERTIFICATES. 


The committee proceeded to the consideration 
of the bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Thomas Jett, deceased. . 

The bill was read as follows : 


| Be it enacted by the Senate und House of Representatives of 


the United Stutes of America, in Congress assembled, That the 
| Secretary of the Treasury be, aud he is hereby, required to 
| pay to the legal representatives of Thomas Jeu, deceased, 
| the specie value of thirteen loan office certificates, num- 
bered from four hundred and forty-three to four hundred 
and fifty-five, both incluaed, dated March fourth, seventeen 
hundred and seventy-nine, payable to Thomas Jett, each 


Virginia, on account of the United States; together with the 
| interest on said certificates: Provided, That before pay- 
|| ment is made, the representatives aforesaid shall give bond 


|| with surety, to be approved by the Secretary, to refund the || 


| amount paid, if any other person shall produce and make 


|| or any of them, or that said certificates have heretofore been 
paid by the United States. 

Mr. THOMAS said, he desired to call the atten- 
tion of the committee to this case, not so much on 
|| account of the importance of the bill itself, as be- 
| cause it was one of aclass coming up before this 
| House, and the decision of which would establish 
a principle that might lead to much confusion and 
| to a heavy drain upon the public treasury. He 
_asked, before proceeding, that the report of the 
| committee might be read. 

The report (by Mr. Cuester Butter, from the 
Committee on Revolutionary Claims) was read 
accordingly. 

[From this report, it appears that the petitioner 
is the legal representative of William Storke Jett, 
who was the only son and heir of Thomas Jett, 
deceased. The petitioner claims payment for thir- 


| by the State of Virginia, on account of the United 
| States, during the war of the Revolution, for 
| money loaned to the then Government. It is said 
| that these certificates have never been transferred 
|| by said Thomas Jett, and that they have been lost, 
| : ; 

|| and were never paid by the United States. It is 
| proved, by a certificate from the Register of the 


|| Treasury, that on the 4th of March, 1779, loan- | 


'| office certificates, numbered from 443 to 455, both 

inclusive, were issued to Thomas Jett, and that 
| the same “ remain outstanding and unpaid;”’ each 
certificate being for the nominal sum of six hun- 
dred dollars, and of the specie value of fifty-nine 


| dollars and thirty-eight cents. It is represented || 


| that Thomas Jett died soon after the war, leaving 


ecutors, through whose neglect and inattention, 
these papers have been lost, as, after diligent 

|| search, they cannot be found. 

|| The committee are satisfied that these certificates 

|| were issued to Thomas Jett, and that they have 


| after the death of Thomas Jett; inasmuch as near 
'| seventy years have elapsed since they were issued, 
|| and they have not been presented for payment. 
|| This case has been before under consideration, 
1 by former committees, and has been reported on 
|| favorably. 

| ‘The committee, therefore, report a bill, direct- 
'| ing the amount due on these certificates, with in- 
| terest, to be paid to the legal representative of 
| Thomas Jett, upon his entering into bond, with 
| security, to be approved by the Secretary of the 


for the nominal sum of six hundred dollars; all of which || 
said certificates issued from the loan office for the State of || 


| due proof that he is the bona fide owner of said certificates, || 


| his son a minor, and his estate to the care of ex- | 


sonable, that they never were transferred to any | 
person, but were accidentally lost, or destroyed, | 


March 8, 


It thus appeared, (Mr. T. proceeded ie 
that the only facts said to be established wen 
the certificates had been issued, and that there o 
no evidence that they had ever been id wae 
that, in the words of the committee, “ it i= and 
* resented that Thomas Jett died soon after the 
‘ war, leaving his son a minor, and his estate : 
‘ the care of executors, through whose neglect a a 

‘ inattention these papers have been lost; as a 
‘diligent search, they cannot be found.” There 
were a number of cases of this very character S 
volving a considerable amount of money, which 
would come up for the action of the House. 

In deciding what a —— disposition of them 
would be, there were, he thought, two questions 
which presented themselves. The first Was, ought 
these claims to be paid at all; and the second was 
if paid, ought interest to be allowed upon them 

| (for it would be seen that the bill provided for 
the payment of interest upon the certificates. ) 

Mr. BUTLER, of Pennsylvania, asked Mr, T 
_ to yield the floor, to enable him (Mr. B.) to send 

to the Clerk’s table, to be read, an amendmen 
|| which he wished to offer. 

Mr. THOMAS having yielded, 

The amendment was presented as follows, to 
come in before the proviso : 

** According to the principles of the funding act, to be 
calculated as if the said certificates had been subscribed io 
| the loan authorized by the Government, and paid as j\je 
| funded debt was paid.” 

The CHAIRMAN stated the question to be on 


| the proposed amendment. 
|| Mr. THOMAS (resuming) said, that he had 


|| yielded the floor only for the purpose of having 


| the amendment read for information. 

| The report of the committee set forth, that this 

\ claim had been under consideration by fornier 
| committees, and had been favorably reported upon 

'| by them. How many committees it had been be- 

| fore, he did not know. He could not find that it 

|| had been presented to any Congress prior to the 

|| Thirtieth. He should be glad, if the gentleman 

‘| from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Butier,] who reported 

| the bill, would inform the committee if any re. 
| ports had been made_upon it prior to the Thirtieth 
| Congress. 

} 

| 

| 





Mr. BUTLER said, he could not say. 

Mr. THOMAS said, that the oldest repor 
which he had been able to find, was dated in the 
year 1848. Nor did he know of any having been 
made previous to that time. The bill, moreover, 
did not contemplate the payment of this money to 
the individnal himself, or to his children, but to 
his grandchild And not only so, but it proposed 
to allow interest upon the claim for seventy years. 

Mr. T. then proceeded to call the attention of 
the committee to the course pursued under former 
|| laws in relation to these loan: office certificates, to 
| show the limits as to time to which they had 
'been confined, and also that the payments had 
been limited to the soldiers themselves, who had 
| rendered personal service to the country. The 
same committee, who had reported this bill at the 
present session, had, during the last Congress, in- 
| structed the same gentleman to make a similar re- 
|| port. The case went tothe Senate. A report was 
|| made upon it, by an able Senator from Vermont, 
| [Mr. Puewps,] to which he (Mr. T.) desired, for 
a moment, to call the attention of the committee. 
The report stated, that the case of Thomas Jett 
was, in all respects, similar to that of William 
Shippen, which had been already reported to the 
Senate; and the committee recommended the 
adoption of a resolution, rejecting the prayer of 
the petition. The case of William Shippen, to 
which reference was made, was identical with that 
before the committee. The petitioner represented 
| himself as the grandson, and sole heir, of Thomas 
Shippen, deceased, and stated that, on the 23d of 
June, 1777, an outstanding final certificate was \s- 
_ sued from the loan office to the said William Ship- 
pen, for the sum of five hundred dollars, loaned by 
the said William Shippen t» the Continental Gov- 
|| ernment of the United States—that he believed the 
‘| said certificate had never been assigned to any 
| other person—that it was lost, &c. he only ev- 
| idence exhibited to the committee, was a certificate 
|| from the Register of the Treasury, setting forth 
'| that, on an examination of the books of the Treas- 
‘| ury, he found that there was an outstanding final 











The SPEAKER said, the question was not de- | Treasury, to refund the amount paid, if said cer- || settlement certificate, issued, June 23d, 1777, 


batable. 
The question was then taken on the motion of 


| tificates should hereafter be presented for payment, 


by any other person having a legal title to them.] 


| William Shippen, for five hundred dollars, and 
that the specie value at that time was five hund 








1850. 
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i i ‘| bi i just claims—had || Mr. CROWELL. Have you any other proof? 
other evidence of the cer- || bill—as was the case with many just claim r. y y P 
Xs) Ce eee been io pneu of William Ship- ] the House, but had failed to be acted upon | Mr BUTLER said, he knew of no other, nor 
= tifieate an 6 roof of its loss. The date of the || in the Senate. ea | what additional proof could be produced. 
nd a ah ebruary 4, 1846. The committee He argued that there was a material difference || 4, CROWELL said, there was no evidence 
a pamon SS idence as ‘wholly insufficient, after | betwen this claim and the Shippen claim—referred but these cettiledtes hed Geen detinied’ te’ deme 
p regarded the evi i | to by Mr. Tuomas, as a parallel case. In the | ‘ ea 
of nearly seventy years, to sustain the to by Mr. in oo _ | other person and paid. He had made these ingui 

: . ar was evident, they said, that the memo- || latter, there was no evidence that a certificate had || ries of the gentleman,. because the records of 
nd test knew nothing of the matter; and the fact, | ever issued; here it was not questioned that a || Congress might show that they had been paid to 
ria 7 claim was started at so late a period, could || certificate had issued, and it had been lost. » Il shake Other person. Because, seventy years and 
er that the nted for by the supposition that some || knew of no reason why it should not be passed. || 1466 had elapsed, and no claim had been presented 
> a wing ccess to the books of the Treasury || The gentleman from ‘Tennessee had said, that the || i, this name until within a few years, he wished 
ch gree brs. Fe clerk in the department, who had | = mo ae ve (ne. ibscowiienh ben '| the matter scrutinized, and the facts brought to 
| 1c i ims—having |, Thomas Jett. 10, he (Mr. B.) w . | Niethe. 

i ae povcnenl Wier ef ‘aan endbiens | a better right to the debts and assets of ‘Thomas | Mr. BUTLER said, all these loan-office certifi- 
ts ted eet about to turn the entry to account. The || Jett? This being a debt, and not a gratuity, the | cates for mone s, loaned to the Government, had 
rht had § ‘ttee expressed themselves well aware, that | Government could not relieve itself, but was | issued more than seventy years ago, and the 
anager gt veboliitionely claims had their origin || equally bound to pay the legal representatives. reason why this claim had not before been pre- 
- yy ctice alluded to, and that, but for that Mr. THOMAS explained, that he had not pre- sented was, that the certificates could not be found. 
™ in the Pia pg rogers would be heard of. And || sented the fact that the claim was now made by | yo. was no evidence that they had been paid ; 

r Ree eroaanntel a resolution rejecting the prayer || the legal representatives of ‘Thomas Jett, as a rea- | on the contrary, the books of the department 
T, vie petition. These two cases, Mr. T. repeated, || 80n why it should not be paid, but he had said, _ showed that they were outstanding and unpaid. 

0 identical. He had no great familiarity with || that the fact that two generations had passed away | ‘The gentleman from Ohio said, there was no evi- 
> oS esnnnte a wiilell matters were conducted at the || before a — was presented, was evidence |) gence but the original record: why, there never 
; ei against the claim. : but thi ted tnd’ the Corl 

leparimethe case might Ue brought up; if the || Mr. BUTLER (resuming) said, he considered || W&# 8"y evidence ‘but this record an 
‘. Seale of Mr. Jett were informed of the | this fact (taken in connection with the showing of | The evidence was satisfactory, that the certifi- 

os f or had any plausible pretext why its || ‘*e records of the Government) rather as evidence | cates had been lost, and never paid; and of course 
certificate, should have been delayed for seventy || that the certificates had been lost; and while they | the legal representatives were entitled to payment. 
secgpee deaeated only, 20 far an he (Mr. | had been searching for them, time had passed. || Mr. B.’s amendment, as above reported, was 
ie Ty could shone within the last two years. | He mentioned a case in which loan-office certifi- again read , 
i : j i is 3 1} ‘ , . 
Mr. MILLSON made a remark, in the remotest || cates, having been issued a — eee nee || _ Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee, inquired of Mr. 
on t of the hall, and in a very low tone of voice, || the claim had been urged upon Cong || Butzer, to what period the interest was allowed 

Par hich nothing was heard by the reporter. | 1803, without success; but, a short cae - 1 udder the funding act? 

ad Mr. THOMAS said, if such was the case, he || tearing down an old building in Philadelp oe the | Mr. BUTLER went hie tide ts 
He d d || certificates were found. Thomas Jett, during his || t 
"B hoped the facts would be produced. Secaeaes i life his leal resentatives, had not been so || he presumed the gentleman from Tennessee could 
that the committee and the House te aot Paieb | saaity, 7 7 | not have heard when made before,) that the fund- 
is ithout the fullest examination, upon claims whic Tie bj ; || ed debt was paid off by instaliments at succes- 
er would bring hundreds of others in their erey res ao = — re aoe cane ial \| sive cable which periods, proportions of in- 
on would effect a resurrection of many that had long || paid, ample seef'Tt ; aa tt &s ainst the on “4 '| terest in the same ratio ceased, until 1835, when 
Ne- since been laid aside and forgotten. The evils to || ska ih chanaaniii ae ell, ag PP | provision was made for the final payment of the 
a result from the establishment of auch a precedent, on i on sedendh ba down by Mr. Tuomas, that || debt, and the interest ceased. 
= ae yes sey ree See ete ee | bemsetl 1s oe a natural right, buta creature of || Mr. JOHNSON suggested that it would be best 
od a va note uy ~ ci ib do tohetantiy eth | statute law or of contract, he submitted that this || to specify the time in the bill at which the interest 
e cause of justice, as he could do ith || 4 is caatbemedean 1 Sea 
th ea Cae Bete te Gait Mikado: in oe, | saa meanieutaias adeoaniien uae a commune He || Mr. BUTLER conceived this to be unneces- 
ee eee ur dvecar cuaet ath Me ae Il explained, that under this, as well as similar bills || sary, and presumed that, even without the incor- 
att tO Pe tickles waedea Wo aoc 7. | saeiilia "for the paynient of interest, interest || poration of the amendment which he proposed, the 

St Ne CtaL dita ter tour Cela ee || ‘ooh wee be paid—as the idea would strike the || department would only reckon interest according 
. and, se c whi roe . OT ea ce / mind when tat presented—for the whole time, |! to the principles of the funding act—stopping it en- 
e desired that all which were not so, should be lI tirel 1835. 

i i ; but, inasmuch as the certificates || tirely in ; 
oe ig cen tee cnae or The Bete LLL || Geesedanoelant’ae ea Gembaby tas tateens toons || Uline AOSISURONY ctl ediaend santaritaibiaen 
° — Sal ae sailok th thow thee Ton ay his | be computed according to the principles of the | it would be best to name the precise time in the 
iere was no evi . ; : i 
; i - That act vided for the payment || bill. yarns 
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Mr. THOMAS moved to amend the amend- | &c., whose names were upon the rolls, and scout- 


ment, as follows: 

“Provided, That the said interest does not exceed the 
specie value of the original certificate,” 

The substitute of Mr. Srevens was read for 
information. 

Mr. CHANDLER inquired if the substitute | 
was now before the committee ? 

The CHAIRMAN replied that it was; but was 
not the first question pending ? 

Mr. CHANDLER inquired if it was in order 
to move a general bill, as a substitute ? 

The CHAIRMAN replied in the affirmative. 
The question was taken on the amendment to 
the amendment, and it was agreed to. 
The amendment of Mr. Burier, as amended, 

was then agreed to. 

Mr. HUNTER moved the following amend- 
ment, to come in after the word *‘ deceased,” in 
the fifth line of the printed bill, viz: ** the sum of 
$771 94, being” Me 

He said, he had not fixed the specie value of 
the certificates himself, but had taken it from the 
bill. If the bill passed, (he was not very clear 
that it should,) by specifying the precise sum, dif- 
ficulties would be avoided which were very likely 
to arise when the sum was not named. 

Mr. BUTLER said, that the sum named in the 
amendment, was the original debt, without in- 
terest. 

The question being taken, the amendment of 
Mr. Hunter was agreed to. 

The question being on the proposed sub- 
stitute, 

Mr. BUTLER said, while he had no objection 
to the substitute, when brought up under proper 
circumstances, yet, if this was a fact bill, it ought 
not to be delayed for a general bill, however 
meritorious, 

Mr. STEVENS said, if it took the place of the 
wrivate bill, it would be just as far forward as that 
Pit, and it would avoid their being called to act 
upon a dozen bills in the course of the session. 

Mr. EVANS, of Ohio, inquired if the proposed 
substitute did not involve an appropriation, and if 
it must not, therefore, go to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union? | 

The CHAIRMAN’S reply was not heard. | 

Mr. THOMAS moved, that the bill be reported 
to the House, with a recommendation that it do 
not pass. 

Mr. KERR warmly advocated the bill, and the | 
policy of paying well-founded claims of this | 
character. 
doing justice to a highly meritorious class of 
claimants. ‘These very certificates were the re- 
sults of a high and patriotic devotion to the 
country, on the part of individuals—unlike the 
high-minded and gallant son of France, whose 
portrait was before us (pointing to the portrait of | 
Lafayette)—but of modest citizens— whose ser- 
vices were unknown to fame—who, in the dark 
hours of our history, instead of covetously hoard- 
ing their fortunes, poured them out in the service 
of theircountry. Now, because the certificates of 
these patriotic loans were lost, and they afford the 
next best evidence of which the nature of the case 
admitted, were they to be scouted from the House? 
He hoped not. He believed that immense sums 
still remained due on the account of these loans. 
They should be promptly paid, with the deep | 
gratitude of the country. | 

Mr. K. having concluded, 

Some conversation followed upon a point of 
order, 

Mr. THOMAS said, that the evidence upon 
which this claim rested, was merely documentary; | 
there was not a single affidavit showing that it had | 
not been paid, or identifying the claimants as the 
legal representatives of the Thomas Jett, in whose 
favor the certificates had issued. It was true that 
the Register of the Treasury stated, that seventy 
years ago certain certificates were issued to Thom- 
as Jett,and that he had found no records show- 
ing that they had ever been paid. The only 
pow’ was the absence of yemnees they had | 
een paul; the entry was omitted, and therefore 
the presumption was, that they had not been paid. 
Although certificates had issued to Thomas Jett, 
there was no proof towhat Thomas Jett. He re- | 
ferred to the fact, that the soldiers of the Mexican | 
war, whose wounds might not ever have healed, | 
were required to furnish stringent proof of being 
the identical John Smiths, or Thomas Sena 


They had now an opportunity of |) 


| of using sharp spectacles. 


1} 


ed the idea, that, after a lapse of seventy years, | 


this claim should be passed without a single par- 
ticle of evidence, even hearsay evidence, that the 
claimants were the legal representatives of the 
Thomas Jett in whose favor the certificates issued 
seventy years ago. ‘There was no proof whatever 
on this point. / 

Mr. CLEVELAND said, although he had had 


some idea of voting for the claim, he could not, | 


after the fact disclosed by the gentleman from Ten- 
nessee, that there was no proof that the Thomas 
Jett—the grandfather of the claimant—was the 
Thomas Jett in whose favor the certificates had 
issued. Until this was proved, he thought the 
committee should not pay the claim. 

Mr. MILLSON explained, that the bill did not 
undertake to determine the identity of any body; 
but it merely appropriated the money to pay to the 
legal representatives of the true person in whose 
favor the certificates had issued; and it was for the 
department to ascertain who those legal represent- 
atives were. 

Mr. CLEVELAND replied. Suppose our ac- 
counting officer made a mistake, and paid the 
wrong man, what security had we that the money 
would be returned? He thought, with the gentle- 
man from Tennessee, [Mr. THomas,] that they 
ought to withhold their approbation of claims, as 


stale as this, until they ascertained whether the || 


claimants were the legal representatives of the 
Thomas Jett in whose favor the certificates were 
issued. He was opposed to acting in the dark. 
Mr. TOOMBS stated, that he was familiar with 
this class of claims. It appears that some few 


years ago certain persons set themselves up as | 


claim agents, and, for the purpose of gaining busi- 
ness, hunted up, in the books of the department, 
all claims which did not appear to have been closed 
on the books. 
to pay up these claims on this evidence, that they 
had never been paid. And thus, if this bill pass, 
these claim agents are set to work again; and 
these claims are set up on no other ground than 
that the loan-office had not entered payment. This, 
| which might be good cumulative evidence, standing 
by itself as mere record evidence, was insufficient 
to justify the allowance‘of these claims. But, in 
this case, where the claim had laid over through 
successive generations, from sire to son, and these 
claim agents seize on it with no other evidence Jo 
sustain it than the non-entry of payment, he cer- 
tainly could not vote for it. He repeated, that he 
could not sanction the payment of a claim, the jus- 
tice .of which could only be made out by an omis- 
sion on our books. 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania, said that he 
| understood the substitute he had previously offered 
was decided to be out of order, because it contained 
an appropriation, : 

The CHAIR explained the ground of his de- 
cision, 

Mr. STEVENS then submitted the same sub- 
stitute without the section containing the appro- 
priation, moving to strike out the original bill after 
| the enacting words, and insert his substitute. 

The objections made by the gentleman from 

Connecticut, [Mr. CLeveLanp,} and the gentle- 
man from Georgia, [Mr. Toomss,] had caused 
him some hesitation as to his course. Still it ap- 
peared to him, that if the department, on exami- 
nation of these claims, came to the conclusion that 
they were just and honest in themselves, and had 
not been paid, it was their duty to identify the 
parties claiming, and, when satisfied, to pay the 
amount due. A general bill, such as was em- 
braced in his substitute, would save much time, 
and prevent a great deal of special legislation. 
There could be no hesitation in leaving the identi- 


fication of the claimants with the department, | 


which was very particular in not paying out too 
much. It would be an easier task to get a dollar 
out of the pocket of a miser, than to obwin a dol- 


four times as much proof as would satisfy any 
one else. The Commissioner was in the practice 


' would adopt the substitute he had offered; and he 
| could not see that it would be the means of post- 
| poning or defeating any just claims. 

| Mr. BOWLIN here made a point of order. 
| The original bill was a private bill, and could, 
| therefore, be considered with propriety on the day 
| uppropriated to private bills. But the substitute 





And Congress has been called on || 


lar from Mr. Edwards, until you have obtained | 


He hoped the House | 


March 8, 


being a general, or public, bill a 
ccamcanl under the rule. Could not be now 
| The CHAIR decided that the substitute was : 

order. a 
| Mr. BOWLIN appealed from this decision 
_ the appeal was sustained by the House. +a 
So the decision of the Chair was overruled 
_ Mr. BUTLER, of Pennsylvania, then brieg 
| replied to the objections urged by the gentlen 

from Georgia, [Mr. Toomegs,] which he did - 
regard as entitled to serious weight. What bacsy 
| ter is it whether this claim was hunted up b = 
claim agent or not? The only question for i 
| House to consider is, whether the claim is right 
_wrong? No matter how it was found eut, It 
| could be of no consequence where the claim ori. 
ginated, provided it was a fair, just, and honest 
| claim; and if it was such, it ought to be paid. The 
| gentleman from Georgia had objected that there 
| was nothing but record evidence to support it 

What better evidence could be had? He put the 
| case to the gentleman, whether, if he had a claim 

which had been lying forty years, and which was 

a just and valid claim, whether he would regard it 

as a sound objection to its payment, that he had 
_ forgotten it, until some one had hunted it up for 
'him? He knew not how this claim come here 

He knew that the bill made provision that it should 
|| be paid to the representatives of Thomas Jeu: 
and it can only be paid to such representatives. 
If the money should even be paid to any one else, 
the bond which is required by the bill, compels the 
payment back of the amount. The evidence ap- 
peared to him to be clear. The loan-office cer. 
| tificates show that the money was lent to the Goy- 
ernment by Jett. 

[One or two members here interposed an inqui- 
ry, ‘“* What evidence there was that the certificates 
had not been paid?’’} 
| Mr. BUTLER resumed. He did not know 
| whether or not they were destroyed. There was 
the evidence of the Register that they had not 
| been paid; that they were still outstanding; and 
that, to him, was sufficient. It is not alleged that 
|, the certificates were burnt or destroyed, but that 

they are outstanding. Here was the evidence of 

these certificates, that the amount was subscribed 
| to the public debt, and this was sufficient. The 
|| evidence in favor of the claim was full—all against 
| it was conjecture. He was himself so entirely 
'| satisfied on the subject, that he was ready at once 
|| to vote for the claim. 

Mr. MILLSON would say only a very few 
words. ‘There was no doubt that this money 
| had been loaned by one Thomas Jett, during tte 

revolutionary war. The question had been asked, 
_ how we could know that the claimant is the true 
| representative of that Thomas Jett. This wasa 
| question on which the House was not required to 
| decide. The bill provides that the money shall 
'| be paid to the representative of Thomas Jett; and 
|| itis for the department to see that the proof of the 
|| identity of the person claiming the money is clear. 
‘| In every case in which money is appropriated for 
|| the relief of individuals, there is just the same dil- 
‘| ficulty. You pass a bill to pay a sum of money 
| to John Smith, but it is for the department to sat- 
1 isfy itself of the identity of John Smith before it 
| paysover the money. Has this money been paid? 
|| The nioney was loaned in the revolutionary war, 
|, and it was objected, that the fact of its having re- 
| mained for so long a period unclaimed, was proof 
| of its payment. He did not allow this objection, 
‘|| which, in many cases, would be a good one, to 
|| apply to this case. Tue claim had not been pre- 
|| sented at the expiration of the war, because the 
|| debt was not funded. It had not been paid to the 
|| executor or administrator, because, under the law 
| of Virginia, the executor or administrator must 
| have returned the fact in its accounts. The Thomas 
| Jett named in the certificates, was the Thomas 
| Jett of the State of Virginia. The loan was 
| made at the loan-office in Virginia. The person, 
| Thomas Jett, who now comes forward as the rep- 
| resentative of the original holder, is from West 
|| moreland county, Virginia, and there is no other 
erson of that name. The representatives of 
| Thomas Jett, in Virginia, are the claimants here. 
|| Mr. CLEVELAND expressed some doubt, 
| whether other Thomas Jetts might not here 

after arise, to claim the payment of these certii- 
| cates, and in that case they would be saved the 
|| trouble of application to the Secretary of the 
i Treasury to receive their claims, by the acto? 
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ofthis House, in the event of the passage of this 
pi). They would have nothing to do but to take || 
this bill to the Treasury, and demand the amount || 
a ropriated. He reiterated what had been said | 
py the gentleman from Georgia, [Mr. Toomss,] as 
‘othe manner in which claims of this sort were 
gshed out, and brought before Congress, on the || 
sole evidence of the non-entry of their discharge | 
in the books. He thought a lapse of fifty years 
ought to be of itself sufficient proof of the pay- 
ment of any claim on the Government. It was 
eyficient in every State, and in every court of 
the Union, and why were we called on to pay, for | 
the purpose of showing an extraordinary gen- | 
erosity, and without knowing whether we are 
siving it to the person who has a right to receive 
it, or to some speculator, who has been hunting 
yp the claim for his own benefit. 

‘Mr. McMULLEN rose for the purpose of 
getting some information from the Chair. Would | 
it be in order, so to amend the bill, as to embrace 
a provision for the redemption of all Continental 
money in the hands of individuals? He thought 
there would be as much justice in doing this, as in || 

aving these certificates. {| 

The CHAIR decided, that such an amendment 
would not be in order. 

Mr. JONES moved that the committee rise, but 
subsequently withdrew his motion. 

The question was then taken on the motion of | 
Mr. Tuomas, that the committee rise, and report | 
the bill to the House, with a recommendation that 
itdo not pass, which was agreed to. 

The committee, therefore, rose, and reported the | 
bill to the House, with a recommendation that it | 
do not pass. 1 

Mr. THOMAS moved that the bill be laid upon || 
the table. 

The question having been taken and decided in 
the affirmative, 

The bil! was laid upon the table. 
Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, moved that 
when the House adjourns, it will adjourn to meet 

on Monday next. 

The yeas and nays were asked and refused. 

And the motion was agreed to. || 

And then the House adjourned until Monday at 
twelve o’clock. 


NOTICE OF A BILL. 


By Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi: A bill granting the right 
of way to the Ganesville Railroad Company, in the State of 
Mississippi, over the public lands. | 








} 
| 





PETITIONS, &e. 

The following petitions, memorials, &c., were | 

presented under the rule, and referred to the appro- 
priate committees : 


By Mr. HOWE: ‘The petition of A. M. Barber and 43 
others, cilizens of Mercer county, Pennsylva:ia, praying 
Congress to prolibit slavery, and the slave trade, in all the 
territories of the United States. 

Also, the petition of William F. Junkin and 42 others, 
citizens of the county of Mercer, Pennsylvania, praying 
Cougress to admit no State into the Union, unless, by Weir 
coustitution, slavery is prohibited. 

Also, the petition of James R. Bell and 45 others, citizens 
of Mercer county, Pennsylvania, praying Congress to pass 
alaw that no person arrested as afugitive slave, other than 
in the State from which he fled, shall be delivered up to the 
climant, or his agent, unless, by the finding of a jury, he is 
the slave of the claimant. 

Also, the petition of William F. Junkin and 38 others, 
citizens of Mercer county, Pennsylvania, praying Con- 
gress to establish an Agricultural Bureau in one of the Ex- 
ecutive departments of the Government, at Washington. 
_Also, the petition of William F. Junkin and 40 others, 
citizens of Mercer county, Pennsylvania, praying Congress 
lo repeal all laws by which slavery, and the slave trade, are | 
maintained and continued in the District of Columbia. 

Also, the petition of William Burton and 15 others, citi- 
zens of Mereercounty, Pennsylvania, praying Congress not 
toextend slavery on this continent, and for the abolition of 
the slave trade in the District of Columbia. 

Also, the petition of the pastor, elders, and members of 
the Presbyterian Congregation, of Salem, Mercer county, 
Pennsylvania, praying Congress to reduce the rates of 
postage, Ke. 

By Mr. SAWTELLE: The petition of 8. Souther, jr., 
and 81 others, citizens of Waldo county, in the State of 
Maine, for cheap postage. 

_Also, the petition of Hannibal Ingalls and 116 others, 
citizens of Mercer, in the county of Somerset, and State of 

ane, praying Congress to pass a law, establishing a uni- 
form rate hea? and for other corresponding reforms. 

By Mr. MORRIS: The petition of C. F. Campbell and 
105 others, citizens of Brown county, Ohio, remonstrating | 
against the renewal or extension of a patent for a planing | 
Machine to William W. Woodworth. | 

By Mr. COLE: The memorial of the Legislature of Wis- 
consin, for the establishment of a mail-route from Madison, 
via Dane, &e., to Fort Winnebago. 

Also, the memorial of the Legislature of Wisconsin, in 
‘elation to the forination of a Western Judicial District of 




















the Circuit Court of the United States, in the State of Wis- 


consin. 

By Mr. EVANS and Mr. KERR, of Maryland: The peti- 
tions of Fdward Tilghman and others, praying the improve- 
ment of Queenstown Creek, Maryland. 

By Mr. MANN, of Massachustts : The petition of Edward 
Ray mond and 112 others, citizens of Boston, in the State of 
Massachusetts, praying for cheap postage. 

Also, the petition of William B. Fowle and 53 others, citi- 
zens of Newton, Massachusetts, for the same object. 


Also, the petition of William Jackson and 62 others, citi- | 


zens ot Newton, Massachusetts, for the same object. 

Also, the petition of Lysander Richards and 235 others, 
citizens of Quincy, Massachusetts, for the same object. 

Also, the petition of Robert Vose and 276 others, citizens 
of Dorchester, Massachusetts, for the same object. 

Also, the petition of Royal C. Silkey and 13 others, citi- 
zens of Massachusetts, for the same object. 

Also, the petition of Samuel C. Gay and 70 others, citi- 
zens of Franklin, Massachusetts, for the same object. 

Also, the petition of Reuben Curtiss and 97 others, citi- 
zens of Derby County, Massachusetts, for the same object. 

Also, the petition of J. 8. Harrison and 141 others, citi- 


| zens of Boston, Massachusetts, for the same object. 


Also, the petition of J. H. Ripley and 44 others, profes- 
sors Or students in Newton Theological Seminavy, for the 
same object. 

Also, the peti ion of H. A. 8. Dearborn and 24 others, in 
favor of the plan of P.P. F. Degrand, for the construction of 
a railroad to the Pacific. 

By Mr. ROBBINS: The memorial of Charies J. Inger- 


| Soll, claiming indemnity for the expenses incurred, and the 
| time lost, in the case of his contested seat in the House in 


1839 and 1840 which has beea uniformly allowed in all 
cases of contested elections. 

By Mr. HAMMOND: The petition of G, Dana and 27 
others, citizens of the State of Maryland, praying Congress 
to abolish the office of Chaplain, and to refrain trom legis- 
lation on religious subjects. 
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The resolution was laid on the table, and ordered 
printed, 


Mr. SEWARD presented a resolution of the 





| Legislature of New York, requesting the Senators 
/and Representatives of that State, to inquire 


| 


whether the act of February 26th, 1845, to extend 


|| @ patent, heretofore granted to William Wood- 
|| worth, was not procured through misrepresenta- 
| ton and misunderstanding; and, if so, to use their 


efforts to procure its immediate repeal; which, 


Also, the petition of Eliza G. Ridgely and Catharine V. 


| Dorsey; and the petition of Caleb D. Owings, Francis R. 


Griffeth, Sarah R. Owings, and Cornelius H. Owings, ask- 
ing indemnity for Freneh spoliations, 

Also, the petition of I. Owens, a captain in the army of 
the United States, during the war of 1812, praying a dona- 
tion of land to the officers of said army. 

By Mr. HALLOWAY: The petition of D. C. Hager and 
15 others, citizens of Ithica, ‘Tompkins county, praying for 
cheap postage. 

By Mr. JOUN A. KING: The petition of John H. Baker. 

By Mr. WALDEN « ‘lhe petition of 159 cit zeus of Rich- 
mondville, Schoharie county, New Yo k, asking for cheap 


| postage, not Over one cent On Hewspapers aud two cents on 


prepaid letiers. 
By Mr. ROBBINS: A memorial from the merchants and 
othercitizeus of Pennslyvania, sigued by James C. Hand, 


| and 24) others, asking for the construction of a harbor on the 


eastern side of Reedy Island,in the river Delaware. 
Also, a remonst:ance, signed by George Lundell and 35 
others,citizens of Pennsylvania, aganist the farther extension 


| of * Woodworth’s Patent fora Planing Machine.” 


By Mr. THOMPSON, of Kentucky: The petition of Su- 


soldier, praying fora pension. 
By Mr. WOOD: The petition of E. Huntington and 


300 others, citizens of the Maumee Valley, asking Congress | 


to make an appropriation for the improvement of the Mau- 


| Mnee river. 


Also, a petition of George 8. Patterson and 40 others, 
citizens of Ottawa county, Olio, asking Congress to make 


| an appropriation to improve the harbor at Fort Clinton, Ohio. 


Also, a petition of G. 8S. Knowlton and 74 others, citi- 


| zens of Ottawa, Ohio, on the same subject, 


Also, a petition of Francis Murray and 24 others, citizens 


without reading, was referred to the Committee on 


| Patents and the Patent Office. 


MEMORIALS AND PETITIONS. 


Mr. SEWARD presented the memorial of 
William Seely, asking to be remunerated for the 
sacrifices and losses of his father, in the revolu- 
tionary war, and for the services of his two sons, 
in the last war with Great Britain; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Claims. 

Also,a pettion from the faculty and students 
of Hamilton College, of Clinton, New York, ask- 
ing a reducuon of the rates of postage to two cents, 
on all prepaid letters of not more than half an 
ounce; which was referred to the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Also, a memorial from Abraham L. Knicker- 
bocker, asking compensation for an injury, caused 
by the explosion of the laboratory ot the United 
States Arsenal, at Watervieit, while employed 
therein; which was referred to the Committee on 
Pensions. 

Mr. DOWNS presented the petition of Hanni- 
bal Faulk, asking the confirmation of his title to a 
tract of land, within the limits of the Bastrop 
grant, in Louisiana; which was referred to the 
Committee on Private Lund Claims. 

Mr. FELCH presented a memorial of Ambrose 


| T. Hatch, asking compensation for his services, 


as a quartermaster and interpreter, in the lidian 
Sioux war, in 1832; which was referred to the 


| Committee on Military Affairs. 


| san Spalding, widow of George Spalding, a revolutionary | 


of Portage township, Hancock counts, Ohio, asking Con. | 
gress to reduce the postage On all prepaid letters to two | 


| cents. 


ty Mr. BINGHAM: The petition of Farley F. Coon, of 
Michigan, for a pension on account of disability incurred in 
the last war with Great Britain. 

Also, the petition of Joshua Woodward, of Michigan, for 


| & pension on account of revolutionary services. 


Also, the petition of Col. T. B. W. Stockton, of the First 


Mr. CLARKE presented two petitions of citi- 


zens of Warren and of Centreville counties, in the 


| State of Rhode Island, in favor of a reduction of 


the rates of postage; which were referred to the 


| Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 


—— 


Regiment of Michigan Volunteers, for additional compen- | 


sauion. 


IN SENATE. 
Fripay, March 8, 1850. 


Mr. CASS presented a joint resolution of the 
Legislature of Michigan, in regard to the admis- 


sion of California into the Union, which was read, | 


as follows: 


Joint resolution in regard to the admission of California into | 


the Union. 
Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 


| 


Mr. DICKINSON presented a memorial from 
Meigs D. Benjamin, merchant in the cuy of New 
York, asking the repayment of certain import 
duties illegally exacted of him; which was relerred 
to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts, presented the 
memorial of ‘Thomas Blanchard, inventor and 
patentee of a certain machine for turning irregular 
forms, asking an appropriation for the purchase of 
his patent oar machine, for the use of the Navy; 
which was referred to the Committee on Naval 
Affairs. 

Mr. DOUGLAS presented the memorial of 
George Copway, a chief of the Chippewa In- 
dians, proposing a plan of organization tor a new 
Indian territory, east of the Missouri river; which 


\J was referred to the Committee on Indian Atfairs. 


Mr. GREENE presented a petition of ciuzens 
of Wonsocket, Rhode Island, asking a reduction 


'| of the rates of postage; which was referred to the 


State of Michigan, That, in the adoption of a constitution, | 
the inhabitants of California have complied with all the re- | 


quisites necessary to entitle them to admission into the 
Union as a State, upon an equal footing with the other 
States ; and that by its adoption, we have the best evidence, 
not only of their desire, but their ability to maintain a gov- 


> 


onaeeeionee 


ernment, republican in form; and that they are entitled wo, | 
and should, be immediately admitted into the Union; and | 


| that the limits and institutions, as defined in their constitu- 


tion, should be guaranteed to them. 
Resolved, That our Senators in Congress be instructed, and 


our Representatives requested, to use all proper means to | 
procure the admission of California, as mentioned in the fore-_ 


going resolution; and that the Governor of this State be | 


requested to forward copies of these, resoluuions to our 
Seuators and Representatives in Congress. 
“ 8. G. HARRIS, 
S er of the Huse of Representatives. 
a v WM? M. ‘ENTON, 
President of tae Senate. 


Approved, February 23, 1850. 
— wre JOHN 8. BARRY. 





Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. CASS presented a petition from cfuzens of 
the counties of Van Buren and Berrien, in the 
State of Michigan, remonstrating against any 
change in the post route from Pawpaw to St. 
Joseph; which was referred to the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. BUTLER presented the memorial of Cath- 
arine B. Turner, widow and administratrix of 
Daniel Turner; late a captain in the Navy of the 
United States, asking the reimbursement of ex- 
penses incurred by her husband, in receiving and 
entertaining on board of the vessels under bis 
command, certain public functionaries of the United 
States in foreign countries, while on toreign sta- 
tions, from the year 1841 to 1844; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. WALKER presented a petition from citi- 
zens of New York, asking that the public lands 
may be granted in limited quantity to actual set- 
tlers not possessed of other lands; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. BRADBURY presented a memorial of citi- 


| zens of Winthrop, in the iate of Maine, asking 


the establishment of an Agricultural bureau; which 
was referred to the Committee on Agriculture. 
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On motion by Mr. MASON, 


Ordered, Thatleave be granted to withdraw from the files 
of the Senate the petition and papers of R. K. Meade. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. RUSK, from the Committee on the Post | 


| 


i} 


Office and Posi Roads, to which was referred the | 


memorial of Guion and McLaughlin, reported a 
bill for the relief of Guion and McLaughlin; which 
was read and passed to a second reading. 

Mr. DODGE, of lowa, from the Committee on 
Revolutionary Claims, to which was referred the 
petition and papers, in the case of the representa- 
tive of Henry King, submitted a report, which 


was ordered to be printed, accompanied by a bill | 


for the relief of Henry King’s representative; 
which was read, and passed to a second reading. 
Mr. BORLAND, from the Committee on Print- 


ing, to which was referred the message of the | 19 make an explanation of the course of the Com- 
President of the United States, in answer to a 


resolution of the Senate, relating to the appoint- 


ment of postmasters, reported in favor of printing 
the same. 
RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED. 
Mr. DOUGLAS submitted the following, which 
was considered, by unanimous consent, and agreed 
to: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be requested to cause 
to be laid before the Senate, the report and maps of an ex- 





House bill, for the relief of Jesse Sutton, was 


| read a first and second time by its title, and re- 


ferred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

House bill, for the relief of Thomas Dennis, 
was read a first and second time by its title, and 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 
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House bill, for the relief of Richard H. Bar- | 


_rett, was read a first and second time by its title, 
and referred to the Committee on Private Land || 


Claims. 
CONGRESS-PRINTING—EXPLANATION. 


Mr. BORLAND. I would ask the indulgence 
of the Senate, for the purpose of making an ex- 
planation. I rise particularly on behalf of the Com- 


} 
| 


mittee on Printing, to call the attention of the | 


Senate to an article which appeared in the Re- 
public newspaper of this city, a few days ago, and 


mittee on Printing, in relation to the matter men- 
tioned in that article. I send the paper to the 
Secretary, and ask that the article may be read. 
The Secretary read the article as follows: 
“Tue PRESIDENT’s ANSWER TO THE CALL OF THE TWO 


Hovuses.—Is there any motive in withholding public docu- 
ments from Congress and the People? Is it the intention of 


| itsenemies that the Administration shall not come before 


ploration in the Territory of Minnesota, by Brevet Captain || 


John Pope, under the authority of the Bureau of Topograph- | 


ical Engineers. 


Mr. NORRIS submitted the following, which | 


was considered by unanimous consent, and agreed 
to: 

Resolved, That the petition and papers of General John 
MeNeil, deceased, be tiken from the files of the Senate and 
referred to the Committee ou Pensions; and that said com- 


the people with the f cts necessary to explain and vindicate 
its course?) If Mr, Catuoun had been in possession, be- 


fore making his speech, of the documents communicated | 
to Congress, in answer to the calls Of the two Houses on | 


the President, in relation to California, he might have 


| thought it but an act of justice to the President, to modify 


some of his views and expressions. Mr. CaLnoun says: 


“¢] have not seen the answer of the Executive to the | 


‘calls made by the two Houses of Congress for information 


| “as to the course which it took, or the part which it acted, 


|| fin reference to what was done in California. 
|| *the answers have not yet been printed. 


mittee be instructed to inquire into the expediency of grant- || 


ing to his widow or legal representatives, the arrears of pen- 


sion prayed forin said petition ; and also to inquire into the || \ 
| ‘terminated in forming what they called a constituuon and 


expediency of granting his said widow a pension. 


Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts, submitted the 
following, which was considered by unanimous 
consent, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the committee on Patents be instructed to 


inquire into the expediency of providing, that public notice 
be viven before any application for the renewal of a patent 


Tunderstand 
But there is enough 
‘ known to justify the assertion, that those who profess to 


|! ‘represent and act, under the authority of the Executive, 


‘have advised, aided, and encouraged the movement, which 


‘a State.’ 
« Now, we ask the American people, what kind of justice 


| towards the President and the Administration they ean ex- 


shall be entertained in Congress, or by the Commissioner of | 


Patents. 
BILLS INTRODUCED ON LEAVE. 


Mr. RUSK, pursuant to notice, asked and ob- 
tained leave to introduce a bill to provide additional 
clerks in the Post Office Department; which was 
read a first and second time by its title, and referred 
to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads. 

Also, a bill to provide for the post office and 
mail service in California and Oregon; which was 
also read, and referred to the same committee. 


| 


| 


Mr. DODGE, of Wisconsin, pursuant to notice, | 


asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill grant- | 
ing a quantity of land to the State of Wisconsin, | 


to aid in the construction of a railroad from Mil- 
waukee to the Mississippi river; which was read 
the first and second time by its title, and referred 
to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. COOPER, pursuant to notice, asked and 


obtained leave to introduce a bill to authorize the | 


Secretary of the Treasury to purchase for the use 


of the Government, Kase’s patent force or fire en- || 
gine pump; which was read a first and second || 


time by its title, and referred to the Commitee on | keeping the information from the public. 


Finance. 


The following bills from the House of Repre- || 
sentatives, were read a first and second time by | 


their titles, and referred to the Committee of Claims: 
An act for the relief of Wm. B. Crews; 
An act for the relief of Charles Ahrenfeldt and 
John F. H. Voght; 
An act for the relief of Gideon Walker. 


The following bills from the House were sev- | 


erally read a first and second time by their tides, 
and referred to the Commiitee on Pensions: 

An act for the relief of Lewis Hastings; 

An act for the relief of Benjamin P. Smith; 

An act for the relief of George Cassady; 

An act for the relief of Henry F. Evans; 

An act for the relief of Samuel Dewey; 

An act for the relief of William Paddy; 

An act granting a pension to Avery Downey. 

The following bills from the House, were read 
a first and second time by their titles, and referred 
to the Committee on Finance: 


Goobasendaiet nea 


i] 
j 
| 


pect from opposition majorities which make calls upon the 
President for official papers, and then, if they do not answer 
their purpose, hugger-mugger them up it the printer’s closets ? 
There was a long and loud outery by Mr. CLemMens in the 
Senate, and Mr. VENABLE in the House, for these docu- 
ments. The oppos tion majorities were hot and impatient 
to procu'e thein from the President. Clerks were employed 
at great expense to make the necessary copies; and when 
Mr. CaLuoun makes a speech two months afterward, ‘he 
understands that the answers made have not been printed.’ 
«We protest against this kind of warfare. The opposi- 
tion majorities in the two branches would have deluged the 
country with these documents long since, if they had been 


| calculated to reflect upon the conduct of President TayLor 5 
| but since they only show that the old man has acted wisely, 


prudently, and patriotically, the documents cannot be print- 
ed! Even aSenator of the United States cannot procure a 


copy, to enable him to assail the Administration understand- ||| 


ingly. This is shabby and shameful.” 


Mr. BORLAND. 


ouses of Congress.”’ 


when that information was communicated, the 
‘opposition majorities of the two houses ”’ cov- 
ered it up; or, to use the expression of this paper, 
have ‘** hugger-muggered it up,”’ or kept it in the 
hands of the public printer, for the purpose of 
That is 
the amount of the charge. 

If such a charge had been made by an ordinary 


paper of the country, I do not think I should have | 


felt called upon to make any defence of * the op- 
position majoriues in the two houses of Con- 
gress;’’ but it comes from the recognized organ 
of this Administration. It comes from a paper 
that is known to be in the confidence of this 
ministration; and as it may be presumed to speak 
the sentiments of the Administration, this may be 
considered to be a charge coming directly from 


| the Aministration against ** the opposition majori- | 


ties,”’ as they are called, ‘‘of the two houses of 


Congress,’’ of corrupt motives—of having called 
for information bearing upon the public interest, 
with the expectation that that information would 
condemn the Administration, but that when the 
information was brought before the two houses 
of Congress, and it was found that the papers, so 
far from condemning the course of the Adminis- 
tration, showed it to have been_a proper one, then, 


An act for the relief of Ferguson and Milhardo; || from corrupt motives, the ‘‘ opposition majorities 


An act for the relief of E. Pavenstedt and Schu- 
macher. 








in the two houses of Congress’’ have concealed 
the information. That is the charge. 





In the article which has | 
just been read, it willbe seen that acharge is made | 
in general terms against what the editors of that 
| print call, **the opposition majorities of the two 
h That charge is, that in- || 
formation was called for from the President of the | 
United States, upon an important subject; and that | 


d- | 





| 
| 





March 8, 
It is not for me to enter into an el ae 
of the majorities of the two iar defence 
upon such a charge as this. But, in add 
this charge upon the two houses of Congress ; 
charges, indirectly, the Committee on Print it 
to whom this document was referred, with ae 
niving—fraudently corruptly conniving —to an, 
expression of that paper, shamefully and corruy he 
conniving—at this execution of the purposes : 
| corrupt motive. Now, sir, what are the fae ; 
relation to this matter? After some delay andop. 
position on the part of certain individuals, a A 
for this information was made. After sone a 
—necessary delay, I admit—it was communiested 
| And how was it communicated? Why, sir, a pi) 
of papers came here which, when printed cr 
make at least a thousand pages of printed matic: 
| Now, I ask every reasonable man, whether 
| amount of matter could have been printed ime. 
diately? Was it expected at all, that it could be 
printed immediately? I am not in the habit of 
attributing corrupt motives to any one, much |ecs 
to the Administration; but when that Administrs. 
tion, through its recognized organ, charges corry>; 
motives upon this body, or upon the other port, 
of the legislature—corrupt motives to the party io 
which | belong—I must say, that I feel authorized 
to look into the motives from which these chayoos 
are made. 

I put it to the common sense—the practical intel. 
ligence—of every one who hears me, whether there 
was any necessity to communicate, in answer to 
those inquiries, a document containing a thousand 
pages? Will anyone sayso? Was the informa. 
tion required such as to make it necessary to print 
all that mass of matter in order to answer the jp. 
terrogatories? What were the interrogatories: 
They were to ascertain the instructions which had 
been given by Executive authority in California, 
and the agencies sent there to carry out the pur- 
| poses of the Administration. What was the com- 
| mon-sense meaning of the call? Did it contemplate 

the printing of all that had passed in relation to 
California, every question asked, and every an- 
swer, every scrap of paper, every document, every 
record, every minute’ of conversation? I appre- 
hend not, sir; and that, if the answer had been 
communicated in good faith, it would have been 
comprised in a much smaller space, and would 
have required much less paper, and in a form in 
which it could have been printed, and sent to this 
house, in one week. 

Now, then, at whose door does the charge of 
corrupt motives lie? At whose door does the 
practice of shamefully and shabbily withholding 
information, lie? At the door of this body, or of 
the Committee on Printing? I leave that to the 
| common sense, to the intelligence, to the candor of 
every man that hears me. The information was 
called for by this House and the other, and the 
very moment the answer was communicated, an 
order for its printing was made. And what did 
the Committee on Printing do? Acting in good 
faith, in view of the call of the two Houses, and in 
view of the object with which it was made, and 
to execute the order given for the printing, they 
gave the matter immediately into the hands of the 
public printers, with directions, that it should be 
printed forthwith, and notliein the office to take the 
usual order, or till other matter previously ordered 
should be printed. That was to be thrown aside, 
in order that we might get the information con- 
tained in this document, for which the Senate had 
called, in a form in which it might go before the 
public, that what the Administration had done 
might be known. Was that corruptly, shamefully, 
shabbily withholding information which had been 
furnished in answer to the call? Did not the com 
mittee act in good faith, doing all that possibly 
could be done, to accomplish the purpose of this 
| call, and give the Administration a fair opportunity 
_of being heard, not only upon the points on which 
| information was asked, but upon everything rele- 
| 


ONgress 
Itlon to 


ler, 


that 


n 
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ting to its conduct, and everything relating to Cal- 
ifornia, embraced in a document larger than the 
President’s annual message and the accompany!ng 

| documents? 
Bat, sir, as the chairman of the Committee 0° 
Printing said in the House yesterday, if the ¢¢- 
| itors of this paper—and 1 will add, too, if those 
'who control the editors of this paper—would 
state the truth, as readily and as earnestly 28 they 
are disposed to denounce the Democratic party, 
and attribute improper motives to those who 
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— 
jifer with them—if they had sought truth as much |) 
4s they sought an opportunity to find fault and do | 

ice—they would have known that the major- || 
ies in the two- Houses of Congress, and the | 
Committee on Printing, had done their duty, and | 
had done it faithfully, and that, too, in such a 
yay, as would rebuke the manner in which the 
spswer has been given to the call—an answer 
which, 1 venture to say, every candid man, when 
he comes to see it, will say, is far from calculated 
w answer the question candidly, and throw light 
on the subject. It throws such a mass of matter 
ypon the subject, as to cover it up, and not only 
revent its being printed at an earlier period, but 
yill also have the effect of preventing every one | 
who wishes to read it, from undertaking that task. 
Where will you find a man, who is willing to 
wade through a thousand pages, when the whole 
of the information which he desired to obtain, 
might have been communicated in less then a 
dozen? Here is an amount of matter which no 
man will peruse; and in that way the Adminis- 
tration tries to escape all the responsibility for 
what it has done. ‘ 

Yet, sir, the Administration, throngh its recog- 
nized organ, has come before the public, and 
charged “the majorities of the two Houses of Con- | 
cress” —charged everybody connected with the 


njust 


} 


performance of pub'ic business here, in connection |, 


with this matter—with corrupt motives, and 
‘shameful’? and ‘*shabby ” conduct. They should, 
at least, have clear consciences themselves, and 
clean hands, before they presume—before they 
dare—to come before the public, and charge impro- 
priety and corruption on others. 1, for one—and 
| think I fairly represent the feelings and purposes 
of “the majorities of the two Houses of Con- 
vres,” or that portion of them to which I belong— 
have been averse to making any factious opposi- 
tion to the present Administration. As far as | 
know, every disposition has been manifested to 
give them a fair trial; to make no factious opposi- | 
tion; to throw no obstacles in their way. ave | 
been desirous that they should go before the pub- 
lic on their merits; and that, by every call for in- 
formation, they should have an opportunity to lay 





their conduct before the public openly and fairly. || 


That was the desire of the Committee on Printing; 
and [ appeal to the honorable Senator from Con- 
necticut, [Mr. Smrrn,] who belongs to the Admin- 
istration party, and is also upon that committee, 
to say if [ have not fairly stated what has been 
done by that committee. I say that, in good faith, 
they did everything that could be done for the 
urpose of allowing the Administration to come 
before the public upon this subject, that it may be 
known what they have done. 


With regard to the delay, which has occurred in |; 


printing this document, I do not know that I am 
called on to make any remark; but I must say, in 
strict justice—and I think every member of either 
party, whether of the Administration, or the oppo- 
sition party, so called, will say—that under the 
present circumstances, the committee have been 
unable, and that the system adopted by Congress, 
for the performance of the public printing, has 
been such as to prevent them from having com- 
pleted the printing, with more expedition than they 
have done it. It is immense, and it has been im- 
possible, at the rates at which Congress has con- 
tracted for the performance of this work, to have 
completed it more speedily. But there is another 
matter, to which I desire to call attention. Great | 
complaint has been made about the delay of the 
public printing, not only in this instance, but in 
others. The Committee on Printing have been 
charged with a neglect of duty, and the public 
printers have been charged with it. This com- 
plaint comes from the Executive quarter. Now, 
in view of this, | have taken some pains to inquire | 
into the causes of the delay. I hold in my hand | 
the proof-sheet of a portion of a public document, 

how in the hands of the printer, and partially ex- 

ecuted, which exhibits very strikingly one of these 

causes, 
Congress, not with the Committee on Printing, 
hot with the public printer, but with the Executive 

partments themselves. 

I hold in my hand the proof-sheet of a portion 
of the Report of the Secretary of the Treasury on 
finance, and I find in it errors which require delay 
for their correction—not errors originating with 
the public printer, but errors occurring in the ac- 
tion of the departments themselves. Here, sir, 








The fault lies not with either House of || 


within these few pages, | find as many as a dozen 
pages in which gross errors have been made by 
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Mississippi has had the advantage of being heard. 


It is seldom that he obtrudes himself upon the 


the department preparing the documents; and it || Senate, and I suppose he must be heard occasion- 
became necessary that it should be carried back || ally by way of interpolation upon any femarks 
to that department for the purpose of giving them | which I see fit to make. 

an opportunity of correcting their own errors; and || 


thus days and weeks transpired before the printing 


| of an important document could be completed. 


Here, again, in these tables, immense alterations 
had to be made in the rule and figure-work; cor- 


/ rections of old heads had to be made, and new 
| heads added. Whole lines of these tables had to 


be struck out, simply because they were not cor- 
rect in the first instance; and thus, after the public 
printer had gone to the expense of setting up this 
matter, it had to be sent back for correction, caus- 
ing considerable delay. 


In another instanee, in preparing a very com- | 
plicated table, requiring great care in setting up, | 
this document, in consequence of original errors, | 


had to be sent back to the Treasury Department, 
and a whole column was struck out, requiring a 
change in the whole matter. In other portions, 
| whole pages had to be changed, whole columns 
struck out, and in consequence, in some instances, 


printers call it-—that is, a change of the matter— 
destroying all the work done, and requiring days 
and weeks for its execution. And yet the Ad- 


|| ministration complain that they cannot get the 


| information, which they have given to the public 


| before the public, because ‘* the opposition ma- 
|| jorities in the two houses of Congress,” are afraid 
to let the Administration come before the public, | 
| to be judged upon their merits. 


The fault les 
| with them, and with them ought the responsibility 
| tolie. But, sir, | will not indulge in the terms 
that would fitly characterize the conduct of the 
Administration. I will not follow their example, 
in applying terms of reproach, as they have 
thought proper to do, to the opposition majorities 
of the two Houses of Congress, imputing to them 
corrupt motives and dishonorable conduct. 

Mr. SMITH. It seems to me, that my worthy 
| friend, the honorable chairman of the Committee 
on Printing, has attributed a great deal more im- 
rtance to this subject than it really merits. 

Mr. BORLAND. Will the honorable Senator 
| allow me to ask him, if he considers it a matter 
of small importance, when the majorities in the 
two Houses of Congress are charged with corrupt 
| motives? If so, 1 have no more to say. 
Mr SMITH. If he thinks it necessary to ex- 
plain all the slander and abuse which emanates 
_ froin some of the presses of this city, | venture to 
say he will have enough to do during the whole 
session. My attention was directed to the article, 
and | am very free to say, that it was put in by 
the editors under an entire misapprehension of the 
true state of the case. There was not, in my 
judgment, the slightest foundation for any imputa- 
uon upon the Committee on Printing, or the ma- 








|| jorities of the two Houses of Congress, any more 


| than there was for the suggestion made by the 
| gentleman, that this newspaper, called the ‘* Re- 
public,’’ is the responsible organ of this Admin- 
istration. The Administration has no organ in 
this city, and has nothing at all to do with con- 
| trolling the matter which appears in that paper. 
Nor is the President, nor any of his Cabinet, in 
the slightest degree responsible for this, or any 
other article; though, | take leave to say here, 
that the paper, in the main, so far as I recollect, 
with the exception of the single article, to which 
the honorable gentleman has alluded, is conducted 
with entire decorum. 

Mr.CASS. There are one or two other excep- 
tions. 

Mr. SMITH. Possibly, but with general de- 
corum, and with proper respect for the majority in 
the two Houses of Congress. I am perfectly will- 
ing that the public should take the editorial matter 
in this paper, and hold it up in contrast with the 
matter which incessantly appears—matter of cal- 
umny and abuse—in the columns of another news- 
paper in this city. I should be on my feet almost 
every morning in the session if 1 were to attempt 
to explain 

Mr. FOOTE. I rise toa point of order. It is 
| not exactly parliamentary in the honorable mem- 

Ler to denounce one of the official organs of this 
body, and as the Intelligencer and Union are those 
orzans, | think he must have reference to them. 

Mr. SMITH. The honorable Senator from 








as many as eight pages had to be *‘ over run,’’ as | 


{| 





I regret that my worthy friend from Arkansas 
[Mr. Bortanp] should have deemed it to be ne- 


cessary, in making* this explanation, to do any- 


thing more than state the facts in relation to this 


/ matter. It is entirely true, that one week ago— 
| about one month after this document was commu- 
| micated to the Senate—the attention of the Com- 

| mittee on Printing was called to the necessity of 


having this document printed immediately; and at 
my instance, and with the full concurrence of the 
other members of the committeee, directions were 


| given to the public printer to put this document in 


hand, and cause it to be printed as soon as possi- 
ble; for L was apprehensive we should be called 
upon to settle all these questions, and particularly 


| the question in regard to the admission of Cali- 
| fornia into the Union, before this document, of the 
| highest importance, for the proper consideration 
| of the subject, would be printed and put into the 


hands of the members of the two Houses. This 
is all | deem it necessary to say upon this subject, 
eXcept to express my surprise and regret, that the 


| honorable Senator from Arkansas, (Mr. Bortann,] 


in repelling this imputation on the majority here, 
which [ admit, is unjust and unfounded, should 
have thought it necessary to make an attack on 
the Administration for sending papers here, which 
are, as he says, unnecessarily voluminous. I de- 
sire that my honorable friend should inform the 
Senate how he knows this. Has he examined 
these papers? Does he know what is material 


/and what is immaterial? Certainly, | have not 


done so. I believe the Administration made the 
communication in good faith. They may have 
thrown into the communication a great deal of 
matter, which they themselves believed was not 


| important and material, but they did not know 
| what Congress might think on the subject, and 
| therefore they took pains to communicate every 


thing to the two houses of Congress that apper- 


| tained to California, and that could, by any pos- 


sibility, come within the scope of the call made 
by the Senate and House of Representatives. 
The truth is, Mr. President, that the real diffi- 


| culty is with the system that we have adopted of 


| public printing. 


tis a Vicioussystem. Itis one 


which is not 
Mr. FOOTE. 





Is the honorable Senator nearly 
done? I do not want to hear a speech on the 
matter. [ rise to a point of order. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator was 
speaking with the unanimous consent of the 
Senate. 

Mr. SMITH. The honorable Senator from 
Mississippi listened very patiently to the explana- 
tion of the honorable Senatur from Arkansas, 


| and—— 





Mr. FOOTE. I heard nota word of it. 

Mr. SMITH. I regret that very much; but I 
am very sure that the gentleman would not have 
interposed if he had known 

Mr. SEWARD. It is due to the Senator from 
Connecticut, to state to the Senate, that the floor 
was yielded to the Senator from Arkansas, by 
unanimous consent of the Senate, for the purpose 
of explanation; and [| suppose the privilege of a 





| reply is to be conceded also by unanimous consent. 


Mr. FOOTE. All I have to say is, that | wish 


| to bring forward a motion this morning, and the 
| morning hour has now nearly expired. 


Mr. SMITH. 
remark. 


I merely wish to add a single 
I am fully satisfied that the honorable 


| Senator from Mississippi, purposes to act with all 


due courtesy; and | beg pardon of the Senate, for 
having trespassed upon their attention on this sub- 


| ject.” | was about to explain what was the real 
| cause of the delay. 
| printing; and [ contend that it is utterly impossi- 
| ble, under this system, that we should have pubiic 
| documents ready in time. 


It is this vicious system of 


It is necessary that it 
should be abrogated, and | will now intimate that, 


| ata very early day, | intend to bring the subject 


under the consideration of the Senate. I say, then, 


| simply that, admitting, as 1 do, to the fullest ex- 
| tent, that neither the Committee on Printing, nor 


t 


| 


the majority in the two Houses of Congress, are 
in fault, the Administration is not responsible for 
what may be said by the editor of the Republic, 
in any degree; and,that the whole difficulty resulia 
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from this unfortunate system, which can only be | the Senate. I move, therefore, that it be postponed 





March 1}. 





| the motion was to suspend all the rules, includin 
characterized by the old proverb, as being “penny _ and made the order of the day for one o’clock on || of course, this particular one. And that moti > 
wise, and pound foolish.”’ Monday. || was in order to-day. sf 


Mr. BORLAND. I merely want to ask the 
honorable Senator from Connecticut one question, 
if he speaks by authority of the Administration, 
when he disavows that the Republic is the organ 
of the Administration ? 

Mr. SMITH, (in his seat.) I said, that the 
Administration has nothing to do with it. 

_ Here the conversation dropped. 


POST-OFFICE APPOINTMEMTS. 


The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Sen- 


ate the following message from the President of | 
the United States: 


The motion was agreed to, and the subject was || The question, * Shall the rules be sus nded >” 
accordingly made the special order for Monday, at | was then taken, and decided in the negative, 
one o’clock, || So, two-thirds not voting in the affirmative th 

On motion, it was ordered, that when the Senate || rules were not suspended. : cre 
adjourns, it will adjourn to meet on Monday Mr. SIBLEY now moved that the joint resoly 
next. | tion be committed to the Committee of the Whole 

| on the state of the Union. 
| _Mr.McCLERNAND moved its commitment to 








THE COMPROMISE. 
ores Senate, then proceed tothe conadertion | he Commitee on Indian Ara 
; > : q e question having been taken first on th 
Mr. WALKER resumed and concluded the |! 1:0, of Mr. Sie.ey, it was decided in the a 
speech which he commenced on Wednesday last, || |:,, ma- 
of which a report will be published in the Appen- , 


To the Senate of the United States : 

‘The Postma-ter-General has this day communicated the 
letter herewith transmitted, in addition to his communica- 
tion by me sent to the Senate on the 6th instant, in relation 
to the inquiries contained in the resolution of the Senate, as 
to the appointment of postmasters. Z. TAYLOR. 

Wasrineron, March 8, 1850. 


The message was read, and ordered to be printed 
with the message of the, 6th instant. 


SELECT COMMITTEE ON THE COMPROMISE. | 


Mr. FOOTE. I will ask the unanimous con- 
sent of the Senate to take up the resolution that 


as | have heretofore proposed shall be formed, to 
consist of thirteen Senators, six from the North 
and six from the South—the thirteenth to be cho- 
sen by the twelve, for the purpose of maturing 
some scheme of compromise, by which this ques- 


dix. 

Mr. TURNEY rose, and obtained the floor. 

Mr. BADGER. Will the Senator be kind 
enough to yield the floor to me for one moment. 

Mr. TURNEY. v 
floor for Tuesday. Will the Senator from North 
Carolina move the postponement of the subject 
until Tuesday ? 

Mr. BADGER. Certainly. 

Mr. WALKER. Before concluding, I intended 


| to have said that | have occupied the floor by the 


' | courtesy of the honorable Senator from New 
was introduced the other day by the Senator from | 


Tennessee, in order to refer it to a committee such | 


York, and I intended to move, for his benefit, the 
postponement of the subject. 
ble Senator from Tennessee will allow me to dis- 
charge the duty which lL neglected. 

Mr. TURNEY. I regret that I cannot accede 
to the request of the honorable Senator. I have 


My only object is to get the | 





I hope the honora- | 


|| So the joint resolution was referred to the Com. 


mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
Mr. PRESTON KING called for the order of 
the day. 
PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS, 
The SPEAKER announced the regular order of 


| business to be the call of the States and Territories 


for petitions and memorials, 

The State of Georgia being first called, 

Mr. JACKSON presented a petition, which was 
appropriately referred. 


NEW YORK RESOLUTIONS, 


Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, said, that as gen. 
tlemen had an opportunity to present their pei. 
tions under the rule, he would move that the rules 
be suspended, and that the House resolve itself 
into Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 


been desirous of obtaining the floor for some time | 

time past, and if 1 now give way, 1 do not know | 

when I shall be able to secure it. | 
A debate ensued, in which Mr. BADGER, Mr. 

DAVIS, of Mississippi, Mr. BUTLER, and Mr. 

WALKER, took part; a report of which will be i 

found in the Appendix, with Mr. W.’s speech. 
The Senate then adjourned. 


tion shall be finally settled. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
Mississippi asks leave to introduce a resolution. 

2 Mr. BALDWIN. Let the resolution lie over. | 

Mr. FOOTE. It is not the introduction of a | 
resolution; it does not come within the rule at all. 
I have simply moved, with the consent of the 
honorable Senator from Tennessee, to take up his 
resolution, 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair misun- 


derstood the motion. The question will be on ) j : 
taking up the resolution. The question being The Journal of Friday was read and approved. || tion to go into committee would cut off this oppor- 


ut , ; tunity. : 

Mr. CALHOUN called for a division. | — oo Sen : (| Mr. McLANE said, that the resolutions would 
Mr. FOOTE. I hope there will be no objec- || Mr. SIBLEY rose and asked the unanimous || not be in order to-day, inasmuch as this was pe 
tion. ‘| consent of the House to introduce, at this time, a | 


we" 2" . : » & | tition day—not resolution day. 
Mr. SEWARD. I have no objection, provided joint resolution, of which (he said) previous notice | The SPEAKER said, that the resolutions came 
it will not interfere with the special order. 


had been given. . || from the Legislature of the State of New York, 
Mr. FOOTE. It will not, in the least, interfere The title of the resolution was read as follows: | 
with it. 


; A | and could be presented when the States were called 
‘* A joint resolution for the relief of certain bands of | jn theirorder for petitions. 
Mr. WALKER. Does the honorable Senator 
from Mississippi ask for the consideration of the 


Sioux Indians.” _. || Mr. MeLANE having waived the motion, (for 
No objection having been made, the resolution ge? gd me intimated )— 

resolution of the Senator from Tennessee at this | r. 

time? , 


was received and read twice by its title. ING presented the following concurrent 


| 
Mr. SIBLEY said, that, as the resolution re- || resolutions of the Legislature of New York, and 
lated to a now existing state of facts in the Terri- | 


| he moved that they be laid upon the table, and 


tory of Minnesota, he would ask that it be put upon || printed; desiring that, in the first instance, they 
|| ts passage. || 


’ ai '| should be read. 
_ Mr. McGAUGHEY inquired of the Speaker, The resolutions were read, as follows: 
whether it would be in order to move that the CONCURRENT RESOLUTIONS. 
resolution be referred to the Committee of the Strate or New Yor, 
|| Whole on the state of the Union? : In Senate, January 16th, 1850. 
| ‘The SPEAKER said, the resolution had not yet || _ Resolved, (if the Assembly concur,) That, us the Federal 
been read eee wee Danae - otagens ons _ 
7 . || the blessings of liberty to the people of the Sales, 
oo een a read eee !| and their pechastiy, tastes, the Federal Government ought 
‘he SPEAKER. This joint resolution con- | 
tains an appropriation, and it will therefore be re- 
| quisite, under the rule, that it should be first con- 
sidered in Committee of the Whole on the state of | 
the Union? ; 
Mr. PRESTON KING called for the order of || 
the day. , ; '| tion indicated by the Governors’ Messages, and the re-ol 
Mr. SIBLEY inquired of the Speaker, whether |! tions of the Li gislatures of various of the slavelolding 
and I do not think he ought to be again interrupted, || 't would be in order to move that the rules of the | ee es 
» eh . : . . | gress »xten ines lave . 
Mr. FOOTE, I will not squabble about trifles. | nome soe tet enpalns Gates ava Seunitee & the late treaty of peaee with the Republic of Mexico, we 
> pu n its pas ’ een pre- || 
} 


Mr. PRESTON KING asked the gentleman 
to waive the motion, to allow him (Mr. K.) to 
present certain joint resolutions of the Legislature 
| of the State of New York. 

To-day was the first day (Mr. K. said) since 
these resolutions had been received here, that New 
York would be reached in the call of the States, 
when an opportunity would occur to present these 
| resolutions to the House, in order, under the 
_ rules, and when the objection of a single mem- 
| ber would not prevent their reception. The mo- 
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Mr. FOOTE. By no means. I have simply 
- moved to take up the resolution for the purpose of 
referring it. 1 will state, in addition, that I have 
consulted with almost every leading member of 
this body. It is not my own act. I have their 
consent and sanction to the motion which I have 
made; and [ desire to take the present occasion, 
while all are in good humor, to raise a committee, 
to which this matter may be referred, in the hope 
that they will be prepared by Monday to propose | 
some plan to which we can all agree. 
Mr. BALDWIN. I object to the consideration | 
of the resolution at this time, because 1 know 
that no such resolution can be adopted by this 
body, without a previous discussion, and as there || 
has been a general understanding that the Senator || 
from Wisconsin shall be permitted to occupy the | 
floor to-day. He has waived his right repeatedly, 


to relieve itself from all responsibility for the existence or 
continuance of slavery or the slave rade, wherever it has 
| the constitutional power over those subjects ; and our Sen- 
ators in Congress are hereby instiucted, and our Represent- 
atives are requested, to use their best efforts to procure the 
passage of laws, that will effectually and forever put an 
end to the slave trade in the District of Columbia. : 
Resolved, (if the Assembly concur,) That the determina- 


} 
| 
| 
| 


I thought it a very plain proposition that 1 made. || : | feel bound to oppose by all constitutional means; and og 
My object was not to interfere with the right of || viously considered in Committee of the Whole on || nizing the con-Ututional power of Congress, to nonce | 
the honorable Senator from Wisconsin. But, as || the state of the Union? | encuasiaaaeds Doanctarhentae emma dale 
I find that the motion cannot be entertained with- | . The SPEAKER said, such a motion would be | Represeniatives reque: ted, to use their best efforts t ine 
out a squabble, | will waive it for the present, and || '" order. : || Such @ positive prubibition into any law they may pass 

ive notice that, at the close of the speech of the || Mr. SIBLEY made the motion. } the government of the territories in question. 
Sateen Senator, | will urge my motion, as I ‘The SPEAKER having stated the question— | 


| Resolved, (if the Assembly coneur,) That our Senators !t 
have a parliamentary right to do. Mr. WHITE submitted, that unanimous con- resist, firmly, and to the utmost of their alnlity, and by - 

positive legislation as may be necessary, the extension 
human slavery, or the jurisdiction of Texas over any part 
New Mexico. can 

Resolved, (if the Assembly concur,) That we have lea , 

with great satisfaction, that the people of California hav 
| adopted a constitution, which is entirely in accordance ~ 
| the spirit of the free institutions of our country; and 


Congress be instruct d, and our Representatives requested, 
The motion was accordingly withdrawn. ' sent would be required to accomplish the object. 


THE SPECIAL ORDERS, | day, and it was in order to move a suspension of 
Mr. DOUGLAS. | believe the other subject of | the rules. 


debate, that of the reference to the Committee on | Mr. WHITE suggested that the joint resolution 
Territories of the President’s Message, in relation || made an appropriation. 

to California, stands before the subject upon which || The SPEAKER said, such was the fact; and | 
the Senetor from Wisconsin proposes to address |} the rule, therefvre, required its commitment; but | 


|| The SPEAKER said, not so. This was Mon- 


Senators in Congress are hereby instructed, and our Rep 
resentatives requ: 
may be necessary to 





to aid in the of such laws4a 
t that State into the Union. 
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